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SIR, 
not for any private 
ends, that I now make bold 
to preſent this Treatiſe 
unto you, but out of a 
confident perſwaſion, that, as the 
publick proſecution of Rebels doch 
in a ſpecial manner appertain unto 
you, in reſpect of that Honourable 
imployment, which you moſt deler- 
— have for the Kings moſt Ex- 
cellent Majeſty, /o there is no man 
better able , or more willing , to 
ſtare and determine all things a- 

A} bout 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

bout Rebellion aright, and ſo none 
fitter to paſſe an approbation , or 
cenſure , upon that which I have 
Written concerning the Nature of 
Rebellion, together with» the pro- 
perties and practices 7 Rebels, in 
order to the true uſe of the Name. 
Perhaps in reſpect of the matter 
contained in it, this Treatiſe might 
luxe ſeen the light more ſeaſonably, 
as ſoin as it Was penned , although 
not ſo (ately , either for the Author, 
the Printer , or the Publiſher, the 
Ulurpers of pretended Authority , 
with other Actors and Abetters of 
Rebellious practices, opinions and 
principles, being then too potent, 
and tos prevalent: Jet J hope the 
publication of it nov, though ſixteen 
years after, may be profitable, in 
rejpeft of the end intended in it: 

Which 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
which is, That axes may be laid to 
the roots of that Rebellion , the 
body and branches whereof are . 
happily thrown down, and trod- 
den under foot. Unto which end if 
this, or any of my other writings ſhall 
prove inſtrumental, I will bleſſe God 
for it, and think my ſelf ſo much the 
more obliged to pray for an happy 
confluence, continuance , and in- 
creaſe of all imaginable comforts to 
his Majeſties Royal perſon, and af! 
his Loyal people : among ft whom you 
are, and alwayes have been, ſo re- 
markably eminent, that you are 
highly honoured by them all, and in 
particular by 


Your very humble Servant, 
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A 
PREFACE 


TO THE 


R EAD ER S, 


SHEWING 


The Time when, the Occaſion 


whereupon, this Txazar 1s = was 
written , with the Authors 
intent and purpoſe in it. 


Chriſtian Readers, 
Hi Treatiſe, being finiſbed April 
3. 1645, — — * 
te, when 1 , [4 
that called themſelves — , 
were more equally poiſed, in reſpet# of 
Power, then at other times and then the 
crime of Rebellion was mutually charged 
by either party on the other, with confidence 
enough on both ſides, although without any 
good reaſon on the one. Impoſſible it wat 
that both ſhoald be in the right, and there- 
fore I thought it very neceſſary , that it 
ſhould be made appear , which was is the 
wrong. 1 do not mean unte my ſelf, who 
was alwayes ſufficiently ſatisfied in that 
particular. 


The Preface. 

gerticular.: but unto others, by whom it 
was either denyed or doubted of. To this 
purpoſe the beſt expedient / made account 
would be 4 Treatiſe tending to diſcover 
the true uſe of the Name, b the Nature 
of Rebellion, rogether with the erties 
and ices of Rebels, ſo far forth only, 
4s they are oblervable in holy Scripture, 
without any inference at all therewpon, or 
application thereof, with reſpect unto par- 
ticulars. Otherwiſe I did fear, that pre- 
judice and partiality, which all men are 
too prone unto, would be apt 10 render 
the work ineffectual to them, who had 
eateſt need to make good wſe of tt: 
$lfintereſ commonly making men very 
unwilling to look upon any thing «s 
truth, which they perceive before-hand 
intended to be a means of diſcovering their 
own, either errours or cnormities, Though 
Ahab confeſſed unte ]choſhaphar , that 
Micaiah the fon of Imlah was one, b 
whom they might enquire of the Lord, 
yet he was not aſhamed to ſay, I hate 
him, for he doth not propheſie good 
concerning me, but evill, 1 King. 22, 
8. Aud it ſermeth St. Paul had expe- 
rience 


The Preface. 
rience of the like dealing amoneſt the 
Galatians, when be ſaid , Am l there 
fore become your enemy, becauſe I 
tell you the truth? Gal. 4. 16. Our 
Saviour himſelf gives the reaſon of it, 

Foh. 3.20, For cvery one 
evill, hateth the light, neither comerh 
to the light, leſt his deeds ſhould be 
oved. T remember that our Saviour , 
when he ſent forth his Apoſtles as 
Sheep in the midſt of Wolves, requi- 
red of them Serpentine wiſdom, wel 
* Dovelike harmeleſneſs, Matth. 10, 
16. And that St. Paul ſaid of himſelf 
to the Corinthians, Being crafty, I 
caught you with guile, 2 Cor. 12. 16, 
I thought it might be a queſtion, Whether 
David would ſo ſoon have confeſſed of 
himſelf, I have ſinned againſt the Lord? 
2 Sam, 12. 13, if Nathan had not 
firſt wrought wpon him by 4 Parable, 
and brought him to condemn himſelf un- 
awares , when he thought he paſſed ſen- 
tence On another man. Therefore I 
hoped it might be a good — to 
the cauſe for which I was ingaged, if 
I could get my propolition intertained , 
before 


The Preface. 
ore I gave any occaſion 40 them that 
- 9 to ſuſpect᷑ what I in- 
tended to aff 


ume upon it, 

Theſe Conliderations led me on to 
the writing of this Treatiſe , and to de 
it in this manner ; with a reſolution ro 
forbear , & much «as 1 could, all ex- 
aſperatimg phraſes, and terms of pro- 
vocation : which are apter to alienate 
the affections of men, then to rebtifie 
their underſtandings. When 1 had done, 
I ſent a Copy of u wnto London, to 
try whether any man would adventure to 
publiſh is : but it returned unte me, 
4s Noahs Dove did into the Ark, when 
ſhe found no reſt for the ſole of her 
foot, becauſe the Waters were on 
the face of the whole carth, Genel, 
8. 9. Then 1 drew out another Copy, 
and let them both paſſe abroad thorow 
many private hands, in hope they might 
do ſome good that way. One of them 
at laſt being come into the hands of one 
who is now reſolved 10 put it to the 
Preſſe, I have thought it not amiſs , 
by. way of Preface , 10 premiſe = 

m 
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wach, and to intreat you, Chriftian 
Readers, 1 that if you finde I have in 
proſecution of th paſſages which lay 


ore me, Aon ſuch interpretations 
of ſome places of Scripture, are not 


ual, you will not . it — 
um — me, ſince 1 en 
2 probab - — ave 2 


thew but obable 
further * — of them unts others 
of better abilities. | 
And whereas , The new Phanatique » 
is placed in the top of every other page, 
«as running proc zo The Right Rebel, 
it was not done by my direction, but 
had I known its 2 ſo intended is 
time, I ſhould have endeavoured to pre- 
vent it: becauſe I conceive that name 
tos narrow to be »ſed as equivalent #0 


the Right Rebel, Which 7 would have 
to be underſtood as all 


both old and new Phanatiques, yes 41 
Schiſmatical Sectaries, and — 
paratiſts r what ſort 2 who are 
not, 4s they ought to be, both Loyal 
Subjects the Crown , and 2 
Sons of the Church of England, For 
1 intended this Treatiſe Bal be as 4 


perperual 


The Preface. 
perpetual Almanack , er univerſal pro- 
gnoſtication, calculated for all Meridians 
of Rebellion, where and whenſoever , as 1 


purpoſe to manifeſt more fully hereafter in 
4 Poſtſcript annexed. 


— — * — — 


The Stationer to the Reader. 


He abſence of the Author, and 
his incovenient diſtance from 
London, hath occaſioned ſome leſſer 
eſcapes in this Treatiſe : The Stati- 
onex thinks it the beſt inſtance of 
ardon, it the eſcapes be not laid 
on the Author, and he hopes they 
are no greater then an ordinary un- 
derſtanding may amend, and a 
little Charity may forgive. 
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The end and uſe of Names. God care- 
ful that things ſhould not be miſcal- 
led, An Introduttion to the enſuing 


diſcourſe. 


e end of names is to 

diſcover the nature of hingt, 
and the right uſe of them to 

0 diſtinguiſh things that differ. 
A matter many times of much importance: 
for miſapplication of Names gives occa- 
ſion to a miſunderſtanding ot the things 
themſelves, to which thole Names are 
miſapplyed: and the — uno —_ 


The new Phanatique; or, 

the minds of men are ſo miſled, too often 
carry on their affections and actions unto 
e enormities, So vices diſguiſed in 
names of virtues get admittance many 
times and kind entertainment, whileſt vir- 
tues branded with the names of vices are 
— — — out of _ : 
pecially if a partial affectation of, or a 
— inion againſt the perſons , 
whom ſuch vices or virtues are practi- 
ſed, concur. And ſuch partiality and pre- 
judice ſometimes take _ of the 
minds of men before they are aware, 
being ſecretly conveyed into them by the 
ordinary uſe of Names acceptable or 
odious, admitted withour taking time and 

care to conſider whether they be wron 
or rightly applyed. In which reſpedt 
God is not only careful of his own name 
that he may not be miſcalled , as Joſh. 2. 
16. Thou ſhalt call me Iſhi, and ſbalt call 
me no more Baali not his name given 
unto others, as Iſa, 42. 8. 7 am the Lord, 
that is my name , and my glory will 1 
not give 10 another, neither my praiſe to 
graven images but of his alſo, 
Ila. 62. 2. Thow ſhalt be called by a new 
name, 


2 


9 


The right Rebel. 3 
name, which the mouth of the Lord ſhail 
name and verl, 4. Thou ſhalt no more 
be termed Forſaken, neither ſhall thy land 
any more be termed Deſolate: but the 
ſbalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land 
Beulah. Iſa. 65. 16. Te ſhall leave your 
name for a wich unto my choſen : for the 
Lord ſhall ſlay thee, and call his ſervants 
by another name, Yea, his care in this 
kinde extends it ſelf ſomerimes to par- 
ticular perſons, in giving them peculiar 
and proper names, as to Abraham he 
ſaith, Gen. 17. 5. Neither ſhall thy name 
any more be called Abram, but thy name 
ſhall be Abraham and of Sarai he ſaith, 
ver. 15. As for Satai thy wife thow ſhalt 
not call her name Sarai, but Sarah ſhall ber 
name be. And not for proper names only, 
but appellative alſo , God himſelf rakes 
order by his Prophet Iſaiab that they ſhall 
not be miſplaced ; Iſa. 62. 5, The vile 
perſon ſhall be no more called liberal , nor 
the churle ſaid to be bountiful : yea he 
pronounceth a wo by the ſame 
againſt chem that practiſe ſuch confuſi- 
on of language, Iſa. 5. 19. Wo unto them 
that call evill good, and good evill, that put 

B 2 darkneſs 


's Thenew Phanatique; or, 
darkneſs for light, andlight for darkneſs, 
that put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bit- 
ter. Great necd men had therefore to be 
carcful what they ſay, and by what names 
they ſpeak of one another, leſt they fall 
Lake the wo pronounced againſt them , 
that juſtiſie the wicked, and take away the 
righteouſneſs of the righteous from him, 
Ha. 5.22. 

To inſtance one particular only. The 
name of a Rebel is juſtly ſo odious, that, 
I will not ſay, no good Chriſtian, no 
truly Religious, but no good moral civil 
honeſt man can hear it without an inward 
diſlike and dereſtarion of thoſe perſons 
and their practiſes, to whom that name 
of right belongs, and by which they have 
deſerved to be named ſo. But ſhould we 
un2dviſcdly and raſhly paſſe cenſure upon 
all for ſuch, and proſecute them accor- 
dingly, concerning whom that name is 
uſcd, and but conſeſs (as in reaſon we 
mult, if we do ſo our ſelves) that others 
alſo may do ſo, we may pcradventure 
not only be in danger to offend againſt 
the eeneration of Gods children, which the 
Nalmiſt was afraid of, Plal. 73. 15. but 

likewiſe 


The right Rebel. 
likewiſe have that fulfilled in our ſelves, 
which was forctold of 1ſbmacl,Gen. 16. 12. 
He will be a wilde man his hand will be a- 
gainſt every man, and every mans hand 4- 
gainſt him, For, as the courſe of > is 
carryed now a dayes,the crime of Rebellion 
can hardly be charged upon any particular 
perſon,who wil not be ready both to juſti- 
fic himſelf,and accuſe his accuſer as faulty 
in that which he findeth fault with, S0 
concerning the evil of Rebellion there will 
no doubt be made by any, bur the queſti- 
on is only, who are Rebels ? To which an 
indifferent anſwer in hypotheſi, as with 
relation to particular perſons, is hardly 
to be expected from any that are intere- 
ſted on any fide, unleſs they could firſt in 
theſi agree on ſome ſuch certain marks to 
try a Rebel by, chat upon whomſoever the 
were found , he muſt of neceſſity conſeſs 
himſelf ſuch, But that peradventure is alike 
improbable, if not impoſſible. Vet this I 
hope there is none will deny: whom God 
cals a Rebel, he is one indeed, He, to 
”_m the name — nature of ö 
the properties and practiſes of Rebels, 
obſervable in holy * may truly 
3 be 


6 The ne Phanatique z Or, 

be applyed , muſt either take upon him 
to correct Gods Word, or elſe confeſs 
himſelf a Rebel, To lend ſome light then 
unto this diſcovery, it will not be amiſs 
to reduce unto their ſeveral heads thoſe 
things which may be found obſerva- 
ble in holy Scripture concerning theſe 
particulars : and firſt of the name Re- 
bellion. 


— 


SECT. II. 


Rebels, Rebellious, Rebellion, to 
Rebel, words borrowed from the 
Latine Rebellare. Four Hebrew 
words in the Old Teſtament jo 
rendred in our Engliſh Tranſla- 


tion. 


Ebels, Rebelliaus, Rebellion, to Rebel, 
X arc words all borrowed from the 
Latine Rebellare : which properly ſig- 
nifics bellum redintegrare, to raile up War 
again after it hath been once laid down 
or ſuppteſt: as they do, qui aliguando 


vic li, 


The right Rebel, 7 
vici, & in deditionem recepti, in fide 
quam principi aut Reipub, obligaruns 
non permanent who having formerly 
been overcome, or ſubmitted them- 
ſelves, revolt and fall away from chat 
— —_—_ they ſtood obliged to 
their Prince or Countrey : the prepo- 
ſition re being by an Apocepe drawn out 
of the Adverb retro, back again: as Cale- 
pine obſetves. 

They are often uſed by our Engliſh 
Tranſlators of the Bible inthe Old Teſta- 
mem, but never in the New, although 
the Greek word «mrant, AR, 21, 21, 
and 2 Theſſ. 2. 3. Engliſbed forſaking 
and falling away import as much, 

The words in the Hebrew ſo rendred 
in our Engliſh are origi four, 

The firſt is v Gen. 4. 4. Twelve 
gears they ſerved Chedorlaomer , and in 
the thirteenth year they rebelled, So Numb. 
14. 9, and in other 1 

The ſecond is, T2 Pal. 5, 10. They 
have rebelled againſt thee, Numb, 17. 10. 
To be kept for 4 token againſt rhe rebels, 
ie ſons of Rebellion, So Numb, 


29, to. and in other places, 
B 4 The 


The new Phanatiq ue; or, 
The third is rn 1 King. 12. 19, 5s 
Iſrael rebelled againſt the houſe of David. 
So 2 King. 1. 1. & 3. 5, 7. 2 Chr. 10.19. 
Job 34. 37. Iſa. 1. 2. 

The fourth is, wo or W Iſa. 1, 23. 
Thy Princes are rebellious. So Plal. 68. 18. 
Iſa. 30. 1. & 65. 2. Hol. 7. 14. 

Of theſe the firſt, which is TW, pro- 
perly ſignifieth to forſake or fall away 
from them, ro whom before men cither 
did, or at leaſt pretended to adhere, In 
another accepration it ſignifieth to be 
miſcrable, me wander up and down, 
as thoſe that are caſt out and baniſhed for 
their rebellion. Lam. 1.7, In the dayes 
of her afftiftion and ber miſeries.1(a. 58.7. 
The poor that are caſt out. Schindler ob- 
ſerves that Nimrod had his name from 
hence, qui fuit rebellis, & mundum red- 
didit rebellem, as being both rebellious 
himſclf, and the ring-lcader of rebellion 
to the reſt of the world, Or, as Buxtor- 
as hach it, Quod omnes rebellantes imperi- 
oſe & tyrannice ſibi ſubjecerit. Ipſe enim 
primus cæpit eſſe potens, id eſt, imperioſus 
mn terra, Gen. 10. 8. Cum Noachus cum 
ſuis plus habuerit authoritatu, quan po- 
tentia, 


= 
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fentie, tumgq;, ſponte mags venerarentur, 
* 1. — — Becauſe 

imperi and tyrannically ht 
in ſubjection to himſelf all thoſe 
rebelled, or obſtinatel ed them» 
ſelves: tor he was the firſt that began to 
be powerful, that is, imperious in the 
earth : when as Noah with his had more 
authority then power, and they rather re- 
verenced him of their own accord, then 
feared him, as being conſtrained by com- 
mand to do it. He likewiſe obſerves that 
the Rabbins call rhe Devill WW, qui 4 
Deo defecit, who fell away or revolted 
from God; and a wilde Afe, which is 
rebellis & intraftabilis, ſtubborn and un- 
tractable, Cr. 

The ſecond, which is ns, properly 
ſigaifics to alter, or change ſomething , 
which was or ſhould have been other- 
wiſe before. In Miphil, as Buxtorfius 
obſerves, it ſignifies irritare, to provoke 
or ſtir up; and in the Syriack,as Schindler 
obſerves, to imitate, 

The third, which is vw, properly 
ſignifies to diſobey the will and command 

another, contumaciouſly or out of pride 

to 


10 De new Phanatique , or, 

to tranſgreſs a Covenant made. In M. 
phal, as Baxterſſus obſerves, it ſignifies 
to be offended or provoked to anger, as 
Prov. 18. 19. A brother offended : and is 
ſometimes uſed in a larger ſenſe for any 
— — wherein one man deals un- 

* 


with another , as Exod, 22. 9, 
For all manner of treſpaſs, 

fourth, which is wo, ly 
ſignifies to turn aſide, or to depart 
as Gen. 49. 10. The ſcepter ſhall not de- 
part from Fudah, Exod. 32. 8. They have 
turned aſide quickly out of the way which 1 
commanded them, er. 2, 21, The dege- 
nerate plants of a ſtrange wine ; A vera 
with natura recedentes, ſaith Buxtorfine, 


varying from the true nature of the 
ine 


Other words beſides theſe are uſed by 
the holy Ghoſt in Scripture to che ſame 
ſc: Bur I mention them not be- 
5 by our Engliſh Tranſlators they are 
not rendered in theſe terms. And theſe 
ſuthce to let 14 — we are to 

and the word Rebellion, according 

to the uſe thereof in Scripture, 


SECT. 


— a — 


— 


— 


changeably added as Synonymal terms 1O 
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SECT. III. 
Rebellion in Scripture uſed ſome- 


times in a larger, ſometimes in 4 


ſtrifter ſenſe. What Rebellion s. 


Ebellion then in Scripture is uſed 
ſometimes in a larger, ſometimes 

in a ſtricter ſenſe. In a larger ſenſe all diſ- 
obedience is Rebellion : yea all negleR of 
duty , and the doing of any thing thar 
ought not tobe done. So God tels Moſes 
Aaron, that they rebelled againſt his 
word at the water of Meribah. Numb. 20. 
24. becauſe they believed him not to ſantti- 
fie him in the eyes of the children Yjach, 
verſe 5 gener 18, Whoſoever he be that 
doth rebel againſt thy commandement, and 
will not bearken unto thy commandement 
in all that thos commandeſt him, he ſhall 
be put to death, In which ſenſe to diſobey, 
or to tranſgreſs, and to rebel, are inter- 


One 
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one another, Nehem. 9. 26. They were 
diſobedient and rebelled againſt thee. 
Lam. 3. 42. We have tranſgreſſed and 
have rebelled. Ezek. 20, 13. The houſe of 
Iſrael rebelled againſt me in the wilder- 
neſs : they walked not in my ſtatutes, 
Ver, 21. The children rebelled againſt me : 
they walked not in my ſtatutes , neither 
kept my judgements to do them. Dan, 
9. 5. We have ſinned and have committed 
iniquity, and have done wickedly, and have 
rebelled, even by departing from thy pre- 
cepts, and from thy judgements, Ver.g,1o, 
To the Lord our God belong merci's and for- 
weneſſes, though we have rebelled againſt 
Nw Neither have we obeyed the woice of 
the Lord our God to walk in the laws which 
he ſet before us by his ſervants the Pro- 
is, 

In a ſtricter ſenſe not all diſobedience 
abſolutely, but chat which is ac ied 
with ſtubbornneſs, perverſeneſs, obſt - 
cy, contempt or contumacy is Rebellion, 
Deut. 1, 43. Ten wonld not hear, but re- 
belled againſt the commandement of the 
Lord, and went preſumptuouſly up into the 
bill, Deut, 21. 18, Jf 4 man have a ſtub- 


born 


& 
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born and rebellious ſon, Ver. 20. This our 
ſon is ſtubborn and rebellious, Deut. 3 1. 27. 
I know thy rebellion and thy ftiff neck. 
1 Sam, 15. 24. Rebellion is as the ſin of 
| wichcraft, and ſlubbornneſs ts as intquity 

and Idolatry. 1 Sam. 20. 30. Thou ſon of 
the perverſe rebellious woman. Plal 107. 


11, They rebelled againſt the word of the 
Lord , and contemned the counſel of the 
moſt High, In thus ſenſe Rebellion is fin, 
and ſomething elſe beſide. Job 34. 37. 
He addeth rebellion unte bis fin. To te- 
bel in this ſenſe is not only to turn away, 
but likewiſe to refuſe to return. Iſa. 1. 
20, ye refuſe and rebel. Jer. 5. 3. They 
have refaſed to receive correction * 
have made their faces harder then a rock, 
they have refuſed to return, It is not a 
m—_— but a tejecting alſo of 
the Word of the Lord. 1 Sam. 15. 23. 
Becauſe thou hef rejected the Word of the 
Lord, he hath { rejected — — a 
5 King. It isa ing by multitude — 
| power to withſtand and overtop Autbo- 
| rity, by violence and force of arms to 
| maintain and uphold themſelves and o- 
| thers in their. diſobedience , and ſo 2 
* 
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ſet inferiours free from that ſubjection 
which they owe unto, or is 4 by, 
their ſuperiours : whether — ſu 
de fatto only, or de jure only, or de 
fatto and de jure both. De facto only, as 
2 King. 18.7, 20, de jure only, as 1 King, 
12, 19. 2 Chr, 13. 6. de fatto and 
Jere both, as Numb, 17. 10. 2 Chr, 36. 
13. Jer. 52. 3. 
But, uſed in a ſtricter or a 
er ſenſe, the word Rebellion, and the 
of the ſame fignification, ſeem not 
— unto any, but as they ſtand in 

ion of inferiority unto others as ſu- 
periors, either in reſpect of Authority, or 
Power, or both, cither actually ſuch, or 
in pretenſe at leaſt, And, becauſe there 
is alwayes oppoſition in it of one unto 
another, there fore it is uſual with the ho- 
ly Ghoſt in Scripture, when he ſpeaks of 
Rebellion, to deſign the objetft, unto which 
the ad ion is directed, led in by the prepoſi- 
tion guns, as fer. 28. 16. Thow haſt taught 
rebellion againſt the Lord, Lam. t. 18. 
I have rebelled againſt his commandement, 
2 King. 1.1, Moab rebelled againſt Iſrael. 
And ſo Rebellion in general will ſigniße 


any 


— 


0 
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any oppoſition of an inſeriour unto his 


ſuperiour contrary oy OY 

— nd 
or is r 

TD EIS 

with obſtinate , perverſe — 


contumacy ot contempt: eſpecially that 
which is openly avowed, and purpoſely 
— by violence and force of 


SECT. IV. 


Rebellion diverſl diſtingniſhed in re- 
ſpect of the lubjeR. 


Ti name Rebellion being thus ex- 
lained, for the bettet underſtan- 
ding of the thing i it ſelf, we muſt conſider 
that Rebellion may be divers wayes di- 
ſtingui ſhed. As in fort of the ſubjet? : 
ſo firſt, Rebellion is either of one, or of 
more, andthoſe cither few or many, Of 
one, as Deut. 21. 18, 20, If a man have 
4 ſtubborn and rebellious ſon. This our ſon 


1 flubborn and rebelliow. Joſh, 1. — 
W 
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Whoſoever he be that doth rebel againſt . 
commandement, 2 King. 3. * — 
of Moab rebelled, her. 52. 3. Ledekigh 
rebelled againſt the King of Babylon. Job 
34. 37. He addeth rebellion to his fin 3 
ſpeaking of Feb. Of a few, ſo Numb. 
20, 24, Becauſe ye rebelled againſt me. 
ſpeaking in particular to Moſes and Aaron, 
Of many, as Numb. 20. 10. Hear now ye 
rebels, ſpeaking in generall to the whole 
— — of 1ſrael. Joſh. 22. 18. Te 
rebel to day againſt the Lord : (peaking to 
the children of Rexben, the children of 
Cad, and the half tribe of Manaſſeh, 
Secondly, Rebellion is either of thoſe 
that are authors and ringlcaders them- 
ſelves, ot of thoſe that arc aſſociates and 
followers of others. Of the authors and 
ringleaders themſelves, as 2 Chr. 13. 6. 
Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat the ſervant of 
Solomon the ſon of David i _ up, and 
hath rebelled againſt his Lord, fer. 28.16. 
This year thou ſhalt die, becauſe thou haſt 
taught rebellion againſt the Lord : ſpea- 
king to the falſe Prophet Hananiah, ler. 
29. 32, Becauſe he hath taught rebellion 
againſt the Lord : ſpeaking of the lying 
Prophet 
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Sbemaiab. Of thoſe that are 
aſſociates and followers of others, as 
Numb, 17. 10. To be kept for à token a- 
24inſt the rebels : in the original, the ſons 
of rebellion : ſpeaking of thoſe that had 
been led into rebellion by Korah and his 
companions, who in the former chaptet 
had been partly ſwallowed up by the 
carth, and partly conſumed with fire 
from before the Lord. 1 King. r2. 19, 
Iſracl rebelled againſt the houſe of Da- 
vid: ſpeaking of the ten tribes that fol- 
lowed Fercboam, 

Thirdly, Rebellion is either of thoſe that 
of right and in duty ought to be obedient, 
or of thoſe that — formerly through 
fear, or by force been conſtrained — 
mit themſelves, Of thoſe that of right 
and of duty ought to be obedient, as Jas 
22,29; God forbid that we ſhould rebel 4. 
gainſt the Lord, Deut. 11, 18, 20. If a 
man have a ſtubborn and rebellious ſon, 
This our ſon is ſtubbors and rebellious. 
1 Sam. 12,15, If ye will not obey the voice 
of the Lord, but rebel againſt the word of 
the Lord, then ſhall the band of the Lord 
be againſt you, 2 Chr, 13. 5, 6, Ought ve 

C not 
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wot to know that the Lord God of Iſrael 
ave the Kingdom over Iſracl to David 
or ever, even to him and to his Sons 
4 Covenant of Salt? Tet Jeroboam the 
on 0 Nebat, the ſervant of Solomon 
the ſon of David, & riſen up and hath re- 
belled againſt his Lord, Of thoſe that have 
formerly through fear , or by force been 
conſtrained to ſubmit themſelves, as Gen, 
14. 4. Twelve years they ſerved Chedor- 
laomer : and in the thirteenth year they re- 
belled. 2 King. 1. 1. Then Moab rebelled a 
ainſt Iſracl. 2 Chr, 36. 13. He alſo re- 
75444 gainſt King Nebuchadnezzar , 
who had made him r A by God, So Ezek. 
17. 15, &. 


* 
—— — 


Sect. V. 


Rebellion diverſiy diſtinguiſhed in 
reſpect of the adjuncts. 


Hus in reſpect of the ſubject. In the 
next place Rcbeilion may be diverſſy 
diſtinguiſhed in regard of - & adjantts, 
As firſt, Kebellipn is cicher ſudden and 
occaſional, 


T 
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bccaſional,or purpoſely intended and deli- 
Sudden and 


berate. occaſional, as that 
of Moſes and Aaron, Numb. 20. 24. Pur- 
— imended and deliberate, as that of 

eroboam and the ten tribes, So Prov. 17, 
11, An evil man ſeeheth only rebellion, 
Jer. 5.23, Thi people hath a revolting 
and rebellious heart. Nebem. 6. 6. It s 
reported amongſt the heathen, and Gaſhmut 
ow it, that thow and the Fews think 10 
rebel, 

Secondly, Rebellion is eithet ſhort, and 
ſoon ſuppreſt, repented of, deſiſted from 
and laid aſide, or long continued and per- 
ſiſted in. Short and ſoon ſuppreſt, or elſe 
repented of, difiſted from and laid afide, 
as that of Kerabh and his companions , 
Numb, 16. that of Abſalom, 2 Sam. 15. 
Cc. and that of Sheba, the ſon of Bichri, 
2 Sam, 20, Long continued and perſiſted 
in, as that of Feroboam and the ten tribes, 
2 King. 12. 19, So Deut. 9. 7, From the 
day that thou didſt depart ont of the land of 
Egypt, until ye came unte this place, ye 
have been rebellious againſt the Lord. Ver. 
24. Te have been rebellious agamſt the 
Tera from the day that I knew you, | 

C3 Thirdly; 
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Thirdly , Rebellion is cither a ſpecial 
act of dilobedience in ſome one particu- 
lar only,or a general caſting off of all ſub- 
jection. A ſpecial act of diſobedience in 
ſome one particular only, as Joſh, 22. 16, 
What treſpaſs is this that ye have committed 
againſt the Lord God of Iſracl, to turn 4 
way this day from following the Lord, in 
that you have builded you an altar, that ye 
might rebel this day againſt the Lord? A 
general caſting off of all ſubjection, as 
2 King. 18.7. He rebelled againſt the King 
of Aſlyria, and ſerved him not : ſpeaking 
of Hezekiah, 


SECT. VI. 


Rebellion diverſiy diſtinguiſhed in 
reſpect of the object. 


Hus in reſpect of the adjeni?s, In 
the third place, Rebellion may be di- 
ſtinguiſhed in regard of the object. So Re- 
bellion is cither immediately againſt God 
or againſt Man,or — oa & againſt God 
in Man, Immcdiately againſt God when 


* 


bs F 
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his will revealed in his Word is not obey- 
ed, as Ezck.20,18, The houſe of Iſracl re- 
belled againſt me in the wilderneſs : they 
walked not in my ſtatutes, and they deſpiſed 
my judgements, Ver. 21. The children re- 
belled againſt me : they walked not in 
ſtatutes, neither kept my judgements * 
them, Hol, 13. 16, Samaria ſhall become 
deſolate, for ſhe hath rebelled againſt her 
God 


Immediately againſt Man three 
wayes: 

Firſt, when his commandements are 
diſobcyed, as 1 Sam. 20, 30. Saul cals 
Jonathan a ſon of perverſe rebellion, be- 
cauſe he would not at his command fend 
and fetch David unto him that he might 
ſlay him. 

Secondly, when his authority is con- 
temned deſpiſed. 2 King. 18. 7. Of 
Heztkiah it is ſaid, he rebelled againſt the 
Kirg of Aſſyria, and ſerved him not 
namely, in that he would not accept of, 
and acknowledge him for his ſuperiour 


Thirdly, when his power is reſiſted, 
or preparation made moo purpoſe that 
3 it 
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it may be. So 2 King. 17. 4. of Hoſheah 
it is ſaid, chat the K. [7 7 
conſpiracy in him; the is ren- 
el, for he had ſent meſſengers to So 
King of reo. Cc. as afterward, Eck. Y 
1% 15. it is ſaid, He rebelled againſt bim 

in ſending his Embaſſadors into Eeypt , 
that they might give lum horſes and much 


cople : ſpcaking of Zedekiahs prepara- 
— to — himſelf mv hs 
King of Babylon, And that which our 


Engliſh there renders conſpiracy vp, 
Schindler obſerves to be rendred by the 
Chaldee Paraphraft in other places rebelli- 
on, as 2 Sam, 15, 12, and Iſa. 8. 12. So 
| chat of 2 King. 9, 14. chu conſpired 4 
| 2ainft Joram, by him is ——_— rebellis 
| putt. 
Mediately againſt God in Man three 
waycs : 
irſt, when men in authority requiring 
obedience to the commands of God are 
dilobeyed : as Joſh. 22. 19, Rebel mot 
| againſt the Lord, nor rebel againſt ws, in 
building you an altar, beſide the altar of 
the Lord our God. 


Sccondly, when inferiours will not yield | 
| ſubmiſſion 


. 


* 


„ Ke 


n 
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ſubmiſſion unto the authority and obedi- 
ence unto the commands of thoſe whom 
God hath placed over them as their ſupe- 
riors : as 2 Chr, 13, 8. And now ye think 
to withſtand the kingdom of the Lord in 
the hand of the ſons of David. 

Thirdly, when men of themſelves take 
upon them to put Authority and Power 
into the hands of others wi warrant 
from God: as Nehem, 9. 17. They refu- 
ſed to obey, neither were mindful of the 
wonders that thou did(t —_ theme 
but hardened their necks, in their 
rebellion appointed 4 captain to return to 
their bondage. So that may be Rebellion 
againſt God, which is not Rebellion againſt 
man : becauſe men in authority do nor 
alwayes, as they ſhould do, command 
obedience unto Gods commands, And 
that may be rebellion againſt Man, which 
is not rebellion againſt God + becauſe men 
many times uſurp authority over thoſe 
that they ought not, whom God hath not 
commanded to be ſubject and ſubmit 
chemſelves unto them: or having autho- 
rity employ it in commanding ſuch _ 
as are not agreeable, but contrary, to t 

C4 revealed 
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revealed will of God. And that which 
is Rebellion againſt Men may be Rebelli- 
on againſt God allo 3 becauſe thoſe that 
are in authority do ſometimes command 
thoſe things which God commands: and 
God doth alwayes require of inferiours 
obedience unto.the commands of their 
ſuperiours, in all things that are not for- 
bidden by himſelf, either cxpreſly or by 
conſequence. Rom. 13. 1, Cc. Tit, 3.1, 
x Pet. 2, 13, Oc, 


—_— ———— 


SECT. VII. 


Rebellion ſo called either lawful, or 
wilawful. 


* this it appears that Rebellion ( ſo 
D called) may be either lawful or un- 
lawful, Lawtul, when it is neither di- 
rectly nor indirectly, neither immediately 
nor mediately forbidden by God. Such 1 
make account was the Rebellion of Mexe- 
kiah againſt the King of Aſſyria, 2 King. 
18, 7. For the King of Aſſyria having no 
lawful authority over Hezekiah, but only 

| by 


+: 


+; 
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by power uſurping upon him, there was 
— — of Cod, by which Heze- 
kiah was cither directly or indirectly , 
immediately or mediately, obliged an 
longer to be ſubje& and ſubmit himſelf 
unto the King of Aſſyris, when he had 
means and opportunity to free himſelf 
from ſuch ſubjection. And ſuch was the 
Rebellion (it it may be ſo called) of Sha- 
drach, Meſhach and Abednego, Dan. 3. 
when, as the phraſe is, ver. 28. They 
changed the Kings word, when they pur- 
— and ptofeſſedly diſobeyed the 
Kings decree, whereby they were com- 
manded to fall down and worſhip the 

olden Image, which he had ſerup, And 
fuch was the Rebellion (if it may be ſo 
called) of Daniel, when (though he 
knew that King Darius had ſigned the 
writing and decree , which all preſi- 
dents of the King dom, the Governours 
and the Princes, the Counſellours and the 
Captains, had conſulted together 19 eſta- 
bliſh as 4 Royal Statute , that whoſoever 
ſhould ask a petition of any God or Man 
for 30 dayes, ſave of the King, ſhould be 
caſt into the den of Lyons) yet he went 
into 
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into his houſe, and his windows bei 1 
in his chamber towards ſeruſalem * 
kneeled apon his knees three times a day, 
and prayed and gave thanks before his God, 
4s he did afore time, Dan. 6. 7, Cc. Ia 
(if it may be ſo called) for though in ef- 
ſect thoſe men call ir ſo, when ver. 13. 
they ſay, That Daniel, which i of the cap- 
tivity of the children of Judah, regardeth 
not thee, 6 King, nor the decree that thou 
haſt ſigned (as certain Caldeans had for- 
merly ſaid of ghadrach, Meſhach and 
Abeduego to King Nebuchadnezzar, Dan, 
3. 13. Theſe men , © King, lave not re- 
garded thee) yet Daniel ſtands upon his 
juſtification, and pleads his own inno- 
cency, not only before God, but alſo be- 
ſore the King, Dan. 6. 22. And both the 
dealing of Daria thereupon towards 
Daniel, and of Nebuchadnezzar towards 
Shadrach, Meſbach, and Abednego, ſhew 
plainly how well they were ſatisfied that 
thoſe accuſations were no other but un- 
deſerved calumnies. And though the 
holy Ghoſt, 2 King. 18. 7, ſpeak of He- 
zekiahs not ſerving the King of Aria in 
the ſame terms that Rabſhakeh himſclt 
doth, 
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doth, ver. 20. ſaying in his Maſters name, 
on whom doſt thou truſt that thou rebelleſt 
againſt me Let we muſt not underſtand 
it ſo, as if in Gods eſteem that act of He- 
zekiah were indeed Rebellion , but he 
ſpeaks according to the manner of men, 
whoſometimes uſe ſuch terms in ſpeaking 
as are uſed by others, though themſelves 
have another opinion of the things them- 
ſelves concerning which they ſpeak, So 
David, upbraided by his wife Michal, 
as though he had ſhamefully uncovered 
himſclf when he danced before the 
Lord, being girded with a linen Ephod, 
ſaith, I will yet be more vile then thas , 
2 Sam. 6. 22, Not becauſe he thought 
he was any way vilified thereby indeed, 
but becauſe Michal deſpiſed him for do- 
ing ſo, and therefore he ſeemed vile 
unto her, So St. Paul cals the — 
ing of the Goſpel fooliſhneſſe, 1 Cor. 1. 
18, cc, not becauſe it was ſo indeed, 
or that he himſelf eſteemed ſo of it, but 
becauſe they that were wiſe men only 
afrer the fleſh both termed and reputed 
itſo, Bur when it is either directly or 
indirectly, immediately or mediately , 

forbidden 
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forbidden by God, Rebellion is then un- 
awful. 


— 


SEC r. VIII. 
Rebellion ſometimes IC eſteemed by 


men not only lawfnl , but alſo ne- 
ceſſary. 


Ay more it appears that that, which 
ſometimes is eſteemed and termed 
Rebellion by men, may be, and is in truth, 
andin Gods account, not only lawful bur 
neceſſary alſo, and ſo not Rebellion in- 
deed, but duty. As when the commands 
of inferiours in authority, are diſobeyed 
in obedience unto the lawful commands 
of thoſe that in authority are their ſupe- 
riours. So the Soveraignty of God being 
abſolutely Supreme, as himſelf is the moſt 
high over all, ifmen, though the higheſt 
upon earth, command that which is for- 
bidden by God, or forbid that which is 
commanded by him, it is not unlawful 
bur neceſſary Rebellion (if it maybe ſo 
called) roobcy him, though they there- 
by 
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by be diſobeyed. For as Peter and the 
other Apoſtles tell the high Prieſt and 
the reſt of the Councill, AR. 5.29, We 
ought to obey God rather then men, A thi 
ſo altogether undeniable, that Peter 
Fohn are not affraid to appeal unto them- 
ſelves for it, Act. 4. 19, Whether it be 
right in the ſight of God to bearken unto 
you more then unto God, judge ye, Thus 
Fonathan did well in alben his fa- 
ther, when he commanded him to ſend 
and fetch David unto him that he might 
flay him, 1 Sam. 20. 31. although Saul 
call him 4 ſon of perverſe rebellion, v. 30. 
becauſe, by obeying his father in that, 
Jonathan knew he ſhouldhave diſobeyed 
God, being as he was well aſſured of 
Davids innocency, chap. 19. 4, Cc. And 
on the contrary Saul himſelf confeſſerh 
unto Samuel, I have ſinned, for I have 
trangreſſed the commandement of the Lord, 
and thy werds, becauſe I feared the people 
and obeyed their voice, 1 Sam. 15, 24. 
Yea, notwithſtanding that Sani doth plead 
a pretence of Religion for what he had 
done, ver. 15, and ſcems to confeſs not 
an act of the people only to that pages 

c 
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but ſuch an — , or power at leaſt, 
in them as (if not of right, yet) for fear 
he was obedient to, Samuel forbears not 
to term it Rebellion equal unto Witch- 
craft and Tdolatry, ver. 23. So all hu- 
mane authority upon earth being oftwo 
kinds, Supreme and Subordinate , and 
there being no ſubordinate Authority 
but that which is derived from the Su- 
preme, if ſubordinate Magiſtrates forbid 
that which is lawfully commanded, or 
command that which is juſtly forbidden 
by the Supreme, to diſobey the Subor- 
dinate — — 22 Supreme, 1 
not only lawful o, and ſo 
not wh cither called or accounted Re- 
bellien, unleſs we will ſay that that may 
be Rebellion, which is fo far from being 
unlawful, that ir is to be eſteemed truly 
laudable. Remarkable to this purpoſe is 
that anſwer of the man that told Job 
he ſaw Abſalom hanged in an oake: 
when Foab had ſaid, Why didft thos nos 
Jmite him there to the ground, and I would 
have given thee ten ſhekels of ſilver and 
4 girdle ? his anſwer is, Though I ſhoxld 
have received a thouſand ſbekels of ſilver 


in 


* 
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in my hand, yet would I not pat forth my 
hand againſt the Kings ſon : for in our 
hearing the King charged thee and Abi- 
ſhai and Ittai ſaying, Beware that noxe 
touch the young man Abſalom. Otherwiſe 
I fhould — wrong ht falſhood againſt 
mine own life : for there s no matter hi 
from the King, and thow thy ſelf wouldeſt 
have ſet thy 2 againſt me, 2 Sam. 18. 
10, &c, Though Joab be the General of 
Davids Army, yet a common Souldier (as 
it ſeems he was) will not be tem 
with a great reward to obey him, if he 
command what he knows is forbidden 
by David himſelf, To do ſo would be 
the way to undo all. For if the obſervati- 
on of order be as the ſoul to the body in 
the exerciſe of all Authority, and if ſub- 
ordination be eſſential to order, to prefer 
ſubordinate Authority before Supreme is 
in effect to put the whole courſe of nature 


out of frame, and open an entrance unto 
all confuſion, 
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SECT. IX. 


Divers degrees of evill in Rebellion. 
Rebellion againſt God a greater 
evil then Rebellion againſt Men. 
Some rebellion againſt God Worſe 
then other. 


AN it appears that there may be 
divers degrees of evill in Rebellion, 
varyed according to the nature and num- 
ber of the ſeveral circumſtances. As 
firſt, Rebellion againſt Ged is a greater 
evill then Rebellion againſt men. Fot 
fin is ſimply, abſolutely, eſſenti ally evil: 
and if all fin be not Rebellion againſt 
God (as ina larger acceptation of the 
word it is) yet all Kebellion againſt God 
is fin, yea fin exceeding ſinful, as the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks, Rom, 7. 13. If it be Ke- 
belliom in the ſtricter ſenſe, or Rebellion 
added unto fin, as the phraſc is, Job 34. 
37. This difference is well obſerved by 
Eli, 1 Sam. 2. 25. If onc man ſin againſt 

another, 
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another, the judge ſhall judge him: but 
if a man ſin againſt the Lord, who ſhall 
intreat for him And therefore it muſt 


» ſtill be underſtood as an emphatical ex- 


preſſion, uſed of purpoſe to aggravate his 
peoples — 1 „and juſtific the ſeve- 
rity of his judgements againſt them, when 
God by his Prophets tels them that they 

belled againſt him: as Hol. 13.16- 
Samaria i become deſolate , for ſbe hath 
rebelled againſt her God, Ezck. 20. 21. 
The children rebelled againſt me : and in 
divers other places. Whence David 
ſpeaking of himſelf unto God faith, 4- 
£4inſt thee, thee only, have 1 ſinned, and 
done this evill in thy fight that thou 
mighteſt be juſtified when thou ſpeakeſt, 
and be clear when thou judgeſt , Plal. 


9. 6 

F And as Rebellion againſt God is 4 
_ evil then Rebellion againſt Men: 
o likewiſe ſome kinds of Kebe#on againſt 
God are worſe then others. As the Re- 
bellion of thoſe that ſtand nearer in rela- 
tion unto him by ſpecial Covenant then 
others do: fo lia, 1. 2. J have nouriſbed 


and brought up children , and they have 
D rebelled 


34 The new Phanatique , or, 
rebelled againſt me : enough to engage 
both the heavens and the carth to hear- 
ken, yea to be aſtoniſhed , horribly 
affraid , and very deſolate, Jer. 2. 12, 
The Rebellion of thoſe that are eminent 
in place of Authority above others : ſo 
Iſa. 1. 23. Thy Princes are rebelliows, 
The Rebellion of thoſe that teach others 
to rebel: ſo Jer. 28. 16, Jer. 29. 32. 
Rebellion long continued and perſiſted in: 
ſo Deut. 9. 7. Deut. 31. 27. Purpoſe- 
oy intended , plotted as it were, and 

udyed Rebellion : ſo Prov. 17. 11. Re- 
bellion ptractiſed by many together: ſo 
Iſa, 30, 9. This us % rebelliows people. 
Ezck. 2, 3. I ſend thee te the 122 
of Ifracl, to a rebelliow Nation, Ezck. 
20. 13, The houſe of I{racl rebelled againſt 
me in the wilderneſs: and in ſundry other 
places, 


SECT. 


) 
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SECT. X. 


Evil greateſt in that Rebellion a- 
gainſt Men wherein God himſelf is 
moſt nearly concerned. 


' A Nd as Rebellien againſt God is a 
greater evil then Rebellion againſt 
Men: fo the evil is greateſt in that Re- 
bellion againſt Men, wherein God him- 
ſelfis moſt nearly concerned. And God 
is moſt nearly concerned in Rebellion a- 
ainſt Men, when either the Men rebel 
d againſt arc higheſt in Authority next 
under God, ot when that wherein they 
are diſobeyed doth make moſt _—_ 
to promote his honour , or when thoſe 
that rebel againſt thera have formerly 
bound themſelves to obedience by the 
{acred obligation of a folemn Oath and 
Covenant: for in all theſe caſes Rebelli- 
on reacheth in a ſpecial manner unto 
God himſelf, though mediately rhreu'#1 


men, 


D 3 Thus 
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Thus for the firſt, when Feroboam and 
the ten tribes had rebelled againſt Rehobo- 
am, Abijah tels them, Te think ie with- 
ſtand the Kingdom of the Lord in th: hands 
of the ſons of David. 0 children of Iſracl, 
fell ye not againſt the Lord God of your 
Fathers, for ye ſhall not proſper, 2 Chr. 
B20, 32, 

"For the ſecond, when the whole Con- 
gregation of the children of 1ſrael, upon 
a ſuſpicion that the children of Krabben, 
the children of Gad, and the half tribe of 
Manaſſch, at their return into the Coun- 
trey of Gilead, had built an altar that they 
might rebel againſt the Lord, Joſh. 22. 
16. hid charged tem, ſaying, Kebel not 
againſt the Lord, nor rebel againſt w, in 
building ven an altar beſide the altar of 
the Lord our Ged, ver. 9. though they 
make their apologie unto the heads of the 
thouſands of 1ſrael, yer their appeal and 
ſubmiſſion is principally unto God him- 
{clf, as to him that was moſt of all inte- 
reſted in the buſineſs, ver. 22, 23. The 
Lord God of gods, the Lord God of gods, he 
knoweth, and Iſracl he ſhall know, if it be 
in rebcllion or in — — azainſt the 

Lord 


ma 
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Lord (ſave ws not this day) That we have 
built us an altar to turn from following the 
Lord, or if to offer thereon burnt-offering , 
or if to offer peace-offerings thereon, 15 
the Lord himſelf require it. 

For the third, when Shimei had diſo- 
beyed Solomons command by going from 
Ferwulalem to Gath, Solomon to make his 
guiltineſs appear the greater urgeth his 
own Oath againſt him, Did I nor make 
thee to ſwear by the Lord ? why then x 
thou not kept the Oath of the Lord, andi 
commandement that I have charged thee 
with ? 1 King. 2.42, 43. And the holy 
Ghoſt to aggravate the guilt of Zedekiabs 
rebellion ſa, He rebelled againſt Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who had made him ſwear by 
God, 2 Chr, 36, 13. which God taking 
as a wrong done to himſclt ſaich, As 7 
live, ſurely mine Oath that he hath deſpi- 
ſed, and my Covenant that hath broken, 
even it will I recompenſe upon his own 


head. Ezek. 17. 19. 
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Se r. AL 


Evil of Rebellion againſt Men ag- 
gravated by acceſs of the like circum- 
ſtances as Rebellion againſt God 


Was. 


" A Gain the evill of Rebellion againſt 
men is aggravated by the acceſſe of 

the like — as the evil of Rebel- 
lian againſt Cod was. So the Rebellion 
of a Son againſt his Father is worſe then 
the Rebellion of a Servant againſt his 
Maſter, by how much the relation be- 
tween them is ncarer, and more natural: 
the Rebellion of Subjects againſt their Su- 
preme, is worſe then their Rebellion a- 
— their ſubordinate Magiſtrates, by 
much the Authority contemned in 
them is more abſolute and independent: 
the Rebellion of thoſe that have been ob- 
liged by benefits is worſe then of thoſe, 
who have been provoked with injuries, 
by how much ingratitude is leſſe excuſa- 
ble then indignation : the Rebellion of n_ 
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that are ſeducers of others, and draw them 
into Rebellion wich them, is worſe then 
of thoſe that are only ſeduced by others, 
or rebel themſelves alone without ſedu- 
cing others. Thus Abſaloms Rebellion a- 
gainſt David hath theſe as ſo many ſeve- 
ral ingredients to heighten its malignancy, 
2 Sam. 15, 1, Cc. David was his Father, 
was the Lords Anointed, had been for- 
merly indulgent, and ſtill continued ten- 
derly affected towards him: Abſalom not 
content with what himſelf could do, ſtole 
away the hearts of others, andcalled even 
thoſe thar went in cheir ſimplicity, and 
knew not anything. So the Rebellion of 
a multitude , when many joyn toze- 
ther, and partake in the ſame perverſe 
and ſtubborn courſe of obſtinate con- 
temptuous diſobedience, is worſe then 
the Rebellion of one man alone, or 
only of a few, Thus the Rebellion of 
Korah, Dathan and Abiram, Numb. 16. 
is not juſtificd at all, but made the more 
notorious, by the number of their com- 
panions, firſt 250 Princes of the aſſembly, 
ver, 2, and afterward all the 2 - 
gation, ver, 19. and the ſtrength of Abſa- 

D4 loms 


a 
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loms rebellion is attributed to the mul- 
titude of his aſſociates, 2 Sam. 15. 12, 
The _— was ſtrong, for the people 
encreaſed continually after Abſalom. So 
Rebellion purpolcly plotted and contrived 
is worſe then that, which men fall ingo 
ſuddenly upon occaſion only without 
premeditation, Thus the Rebellion of Ab- 
ſalom, 2 Sam, 15, was a more ſtudycd and 
rooted Rebellion, and by ſo much worſe 
then that of 3heba ., 2 Sam. 20, So Rebel- 
lion lon; continued and -perfiſted in is 
worſe then that. which is either ſuddenly 
ſuppreſt, or quickly repented of, deſiſted 
from and laid ande. Thus the Rebellion 
of Ferobeam an the ten Tribes hath 
this ſpecial! bran pur upon it by the ho- 
Iy Ghoſt, 1 King. 12. 19. So Iſrael 
rebelled againſi the honſe of David ante 
this day. And it may well be thought 
that when the holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking of 
the ſon and other ſucceſſors of Ferobe- 
am in the Kingdom of 1ſracl, ſaith ſo 
often, He did evil in the fieht of the 
Lord, and walked in the way of Jerobo- 
am, and in his ſin, wherewith he made 
Iſracl to fin, he intends the continuance 
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of their Rebellan , as well as of their 
Idelatry , and peradventure rather that 
then this, 


ms 


SECT. XIL 


Properties of Rebels. Affected Iguo- 
rance ſet off with a plauſible pre- 
tence of Knowledge. 


BY: to proceed from the nature of Re- 
bellion to the properties of Rebels, 
Though perhaps we "(hall hardly meer 
with any that are convertible, as alwayes 
agreeing unto all Rebels, and ay unto 
them, yer we may obſerve ſome ſuch as 
commonly they are accompanyed with, 
The firſt chat I will take notice of is 
affected Ignorance (ct off with a plauſible 
pretence of Knowledge, Rebels many 
times cither ate, or at leaſt take upon 
them to be, ignorant of ſuch things as 
they ought to know, So wicked men 
are compared by Fob to wilde Aſſes, Job 
24.5. They are of thoſe that rebel againſt 
the light, they know not the wayes . 

nor 


The Apoſtle St. denouncing we 4- 
gainſt them that — gone in the way of 
Cain, and ran 1 the error of 
Balaam for reward, periſhed in the 
gainſazing of Core , ver. 11. in the 10, 
ver, deſcribes them to be ſuch as — 
evil of thoſe things which they know 
net: but what they know naturally as 
brute beaſts , in thoſe things they cor- 
rupt themſelves, And St. Peter deſcri- 
bing thoſe that deſpiſe Government 
and ate not affraid to ſpeak evill of dig- 
nitics, ſaith, Theſe as natural brute beaſts, 
made 10 be taken and deſtroyed, ſpeak evil 
of th: things they underſtand not, 2 Pct, 
3. 12, Thus Abij ab expoſtulates the mat · 
ter with Feroboam and all 1ſrael, 2 Chr. 
13.5, 6. Ought ye not to know that the 
Lord God of Iſrael gave the kingdom over 
Ifracl to David for ever, even to him and 
his ſons” by a covenant of ſalt? Tet Jc- 
roboam the ſon of Nebat the ſervant of 
Solomon the ſon of David, 18 riſen up and 
hath rebelled againſt his Lord, 

And yet, though they either do not ur 
will not ſeem to know that which they 


ought, 


— 


to matters above 


Theright Rebel. 0 
r 
men. 


, We will not 
come ap but, as if had ſeen ſuffi- 
cient reaſon for i, add, 1s it « ſmall 
thing tnat 1 . wh out 

4 land that „ milk _ bone, 
to kill ws in the wilderneſs, except t 

make thy ſelf altogether 4 Prince over 
w ? Moreover then haſt not br PH 
into a land that floweth with milk L 
or given us inheritance of fields and vine- 


yards : wilt thou put ont the eyes of theſe 


men ? Numb, 15. 12, 13, 14. So they 
would * — 2 aſſo- 
ciates to t ſeeing 
knowing men in all Iſrael, and all the 
reſt incompariſon of them, but blind and 


ignorant. 
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SECT. XIII. 


Inſinuations with others, and a dex- 
terous activity in drawing Adbe- 


rents. 


Second may be infinuation with 

A others, and a dexterous activity in 
drawing Adherents. Rebels forthe moſt 
part are like bers (the ſame word 
nrw, Ezck. 2. 6. as Schindler ob- 
ſerves doth ſigniſie both) tlicy are apt to 
lay hold upon every thing chat comes 
within their reach, Of Rebellion againſt 
God ( that is, of fin) St. Paul, when he 
ſaith , Knew ye not that a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump? 1 Cor. fl. 6. 
implics that it is not only of an inſecti- 
ous and contagious, but likewiſe of a 
ſpreading and diffuſive nature, notonly 
apt to taint and corrupt that which comes 
nigh unto it, but alſo to dilate it ſelf 
at large and reach out unto that which 
is not only ncar at hand, but even afar 
off, eſpecially when it happens _ 
Ome 


| The right Rebel, 4 
ſome ſuch active — of evil as 
the Scribes and Phariſees were, againſt 
whom as Hypocrites our Saviour himſelf 
pronounceth a wo upon this very ground, 
Mart. 23.15. For ye com ompaſs j ſea and land 
to make one Proſelyte, and when he is made, 
ye make him twofold more the childe of 
hell then your ſelves, Of this ſort, as St. 
Paul (peaks, 2 Tim, 3. 6. are they which 
creep into houſes , and lead captive fi 
women laden with ſins, and led away wit 
divers laſts. And though it be true of 
many _ _ andokenare, 
ſo committed ſingle (I mean by 
lar perſons alone, that they neither have 
nor defire to have any aſſociates to par- 
rake with them therein) yet are 
apt even then when they intend it not by 
their evill examples to draw others aſter 
them, and though they have no aſſociates 
and companions in action, yet have they 
too too many followers by imitation: 
the ſame word rw, that in Hebrew ſig- 
nifieth to rebel, in the Syriack, as Schin- 
dler _— — lignific ta imitate. 
s Prophet 1[a14h complains, 
— my _=—_T they which lead thee uy 
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thee to err, and deſtroy the way of thy 
paths, Ia, 3. 12. and Jer. 23. 15. From 
the Prophets of Jeruſalem « profaneneſs, 
or Hpocriſie, gone forth into all the land. 
Whence ——— adviſc is, Make no 
friendſbip with an angry man and with 
furious man thou ſhalt not go : leſt then 
learn his wayes, and get 4 ſnare wnto thy 
ſoul, Prov, 22, 24, 25, Yea God him- 
ſelf unto his le 1ſrael gives this the 
reaſon, as Gates of the Hivite, 
the Canaanite and the Hittize he faith, 
They ſhall not dwell in thy land, left they 
make thee ſin againſt me, Exod, 23. 33. 
For Rebellion againſt men, it ſcems by 
that ex ot St. Paul, Act. 20, 30. 
that when men ariſe ſpeaking perverſe 
things, they do it of purpoſe to draw 4. 
way diſciples after them. And amongſt 
other conditions, by which Se. Peter 
deſcribeth them that deſpiſe Government, 
and are not affraid to . evil of dig- 
nine, this is one, that they ſpore 
themſelves with their own decervings ; 
another , that they have eyes foll of 
adultery, and that cannot ceaſe from 
fin, beewiling unſtable ſouls : athurd, that 


Hen 
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when t tak great ſwelling words 

vanity * aluve 2 the luſts of Fl 
fleſh, through much wantonneſs, thoſe that 
were clean eſcaped from them who live in 
errour, 2 Pet, 2. 13, 14, 18. Thus not 
only Korah, Dathan and Abiram, with 
their confederates 250, Princes of the 
Aſſembly , are able to gather all the 
Congregation of Iſrael unto the door 
of the Tabernacle againſt Moſes and 
Aaron, Numb, 16, 19, Or Abſalom to 
ſteal the hearts of the men of ral, 
2 Sam. 15. 6. But even Sheba the ſon 
of Bichri, a man of Belial, with the 
blaſt of a Trumper, and a word ſpea- 
king could prevail ſo much with all 
the Tribes of Jſrael, except Fudab 
only , that every man went up from 
after David , and followed him, 2 Sam, 


06. 13, 8. 


— 


SEH r. XIV. 
Multiplication of Tranſgreſ$ions by 


adding many ſins of ſeveral kinds 


together. 


A Third may be muliiplication of 

Tranſereſſions, by 1 ſins 
of ſeveral kinds together, Rebels many 
times are men given up unto a reprobate 
minde, not only to do theſe things that 
are not convenient , as St, Paul (peaks, 
Rom. 1. 28. or that which is «nſeemly , 
as ver. 27. but even to be filled with all 
wnrighteouſneſs, &c. ver. 29, 30, 31. 
Concerning rebels againſt God (and ſuch 
by nature all men arc, as well as thoſe 
Romans, of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaks ) 
there is no queſtion to be made of it. 
When once T fool hath ſaid in his heart , 
there s no God, it follows preſently, 
they are corrupt, they have done abomi- 
nable works, there is none that doth good, 
&c, Plal., 14. 1, Cc. God ſaw that the 
wickedneſs of man was great in the earth, 
and 


1 
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and that every imagination of the thouzhts 
of his heart was only evil continnally , 
Gen. 6. 5. God hath made man upright, 
but they have ſought out many inventt- 
ons; Eccl. 7. 29. Yea David himſelf, a 
man after Gods own heart, and ſo not 
a Rebel in the ſtricter ſenſe, is yer ſo ſen- 
ſible of this, that he crycs our , Who can 
underſtand hs errours ? Pal. 19. 20. and 
Plal. 38. 4. Mine iniquities are gone over 
mine head; as an beavy burthen they art 
too heavy for me, For innumerable evils 
have compaſſed me about, mine iniquities 
have taken hold of me, ſo that I am not 
able tolook up : they are more then the 
hairs of mine head, Plal. 40. 12, How 
many miſcarriages of his may we meet 
with in that one matter of Hi only a 
Some men make account that David 
therein brake all the ten Commande- 
ments of the Moral Law, And how fear- 
fully did Peter fall ro curſing and ſwea- 
rinz,when once he had begun bur todeny 
his Maſter > And that it is not only an 
effect that follows on Rebellious actions, 
but alſo an end intended by the Rebels 
themſelves, may ſeem to be implied ar 
E leaſt 
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leaſt in that phraſe of the Prophet 1ſaiah, 
Iſa. 30.1, Wo to the rebellious children, 
ſaith the Lord, that take counſel, but not of 
me, and that cover with a covering, but 
not of my Spirit, that they may add ſin to 


fon 


Concerning Rebels againſt Men, al- 
though there be not many examples in 
Scripture of ſuch , yet even amongſt thoſe 
few that are we may finde enough to 

evince this obſervation true, that Men 

are ſeldom Rebel alone, in an obſtinate < 
oppoſition of Authority in any one par- | 
ticular only, but alſo — oy many o- 

ther grievous crimes, cither before or 

after, beſides thoſe which are inſcparably 

twiſted, as it were, and interwoven with 
their Rebellion it ſelf. S0 Avſalom , be- 
ſides his flandcrous traducing of his Fa- 
ther David, 2 Sam. 15. 3. Nis vainglo- 
rious boaſting of himſclt, ver. 4. his 
hypocritical pretence of devotion, ver. 
7, S. and his ſhameleſs inceſt with his 
Fathers Concubincs, Chap, 16. 22, was 
long before guilcy of a barbarous mur- 
ther committed on his brother Amnon , 
Chap. 13. 28, 29. and Achitophel his 
Coun- 
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* 2 — 2 his own executi 
ner an ed himſclft, Chap. 17, 23. 
So Feroboam and the ten tribes add ido- 
latry to their rebellion, and fall away 
ftom following their God as well as their 
SV King : having firſt forſaken their Alle- 
giance they quickly forfeit their Religion 
allo, 1 King. 12. 28, Cc. 


SECT. XV. 
Diſßimalation and Hypocriſie. 

" A Fourth may be difimulation and 

Hpocriſie. Rebels tor the molt part 
aime at other ends then they pretend, 
and leaſt of all purpoſe what they moſt 
of all profeſs, contradict themſelves in 
their — unto others, take upon 
them to be moſt obedient then, when in- 
deed and in truth they are moſt obſti- 
nately diſobedient. Thus notwithſtanding 
all char fair proſeſſion which the = 
lites make, Deut. 1. 41, We have ſinned 
againſt the Lord, we will go up — 
according to all that the Lord our God com- 
E 2 manded 
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manded us. yer Moſes tels them, ver. 43. 
Tes would not hear, but rebelled againſt 
the Commandement of the Lord, * went 
preſumptuouſiy up into the hill. In the 26. 
ver. he had ſaid, Te would not go up, but re- 
belled againſt the Commandement of the 
Lord your God : here he ſaith, you re- 
belled and went up. The intervention of 
an afrer prohibition made even the re- 
pentance , confeſſion and pretended re- 
formation of their diſobedience to a for- 
mer precept preſumptuouſly perſiſted in 
Rebellion. So Saal tels Sammel , I have 
performed the Commandement of the Lord, 
1 Sam. 15. 13, and ver. 20. Tea, I have 
obeyed the woice of the Lord, and have 
gone the way which the Lord ſent me, 
&c. Yet Samuel tels Saul, that howſo- 
ever he pretended Religion , yer he pra- 
ctiſed Rebellion , verl. 22, 23. Thus 
Korah and his companions , Numb, 16, 
put a colour of holineſs 7 their own 
ambitious ends, and openly accuſe Me- 
ſes and Aaron as taking too much upon 
them, ver, 3. the fault whereot runs 2. 
were guilty, vcr. 7. And though the 
Plalmiſt exrteſly aſcribe their enterpriſe 
unto 
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unto their envy againſt Moſes and Aaron, 
Pſal. 106. 16. yet the popular pretenſe 
that Dathan and Abiram plcad to juſtiſie 
their peremptory diſobedience, in refu- 
ſing to come up when Moſes ſent to call 
them, is a care to preſerve their liberty 
from the invaſion of an abſolute Sove- 
raignty, that Moſes might not make him- 
ſelt alrogerher a Prince over them, Num, 
16. 13. anda remonſtrance of Moſes his 
miſgovernment (as they pretended) that 
he had not kept touch with them in per- 
formances anſwerable to their expecta- 
tion, ver. 14. What a fair pretenſe of 
intended reformation is put on by Alſa- 
lam, 2 Sam. 15.4. when heſaith, 0 that 
I were made Judge in the Land, that any 
man which bath any ſuit or cauſe might 
come unto me that I might do himjuſtice ? 
And not of publick retormation only in 
civil matters appertaining to the Com- 
mon- wealth, — of private conſcience 
alſo in matters of religious worthip. 
Ver. 7,8. 1 pray thee let me go and pay 
my wow , which 7 have vowed to the 
Lord, in Hebron, For thy ſervant vowed 
4 vow, while I abode at Geſhur in Syria, 


E 3 ſaying, 
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ing, If the Lord ſhall bring me again 
— unto Jeruſalem, then 7 will | 
the Lord, Who could have thought that 
Abſalom, who made ſo glorious a ſhew 
of juſtice, of devotion, yea of loyal ſub- 
jection, and dutiful obedicnce to his 
Father David, that he would not attempt 
to go out of Jeraſalem to Heb cn, no not 
though it were for the payment of a vow 
to God, without the Kings conſent, 
ſhould at the ſame time harbour in his 
heart a purpoſe to uſutp his Fathers Au- 
thority, and even then not only ſteal away 
the hearts of his people from him but alſo 
ſend ſpies thorowour all the Tribes of 
— ſaying, As ſoon as ye hear the 
ound of the Trumpet , then ye ſhall [ay , 
Abſalom reigneth in Hebron , ver. 10, 
What ſhall we ſay > that this was that 
wherein he did vow to ſerve the Lord 
in Hebron, while he abode & Geſbur in 
Syria? Or (hall we ſay that when the 
King ſaid unto him, Go in peace, ver. 9. 
he granted him a general Commiſſion to 
do what he would when he was come 
to Hebron ? yca though it were to make 


himſelf King, and levy War * 
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his own both King and Father > Or ſhall 
we think that Abſalom intended then to 
do juſtice unto other men , when he 
ſought his Fathers life, chap. 16. 1 l. and 
was well pleaſed withthat counſel of Ach1- 
rephel, which propoſed the purſuit of Da- 
vid preſently, whileſt he was weary and 
weak handed, promiling the flight of all 
the people, and to ſmite the King alone, 
as the only man whom Abſalom fought > 
Chap. 17. 1, 2, 3, 4. If we would be, I 
will not ſay ſo charitably, but ſo unrea- 
ſonably opinioned of Alſaloms ſincere in- 
tent to do juſtice, yet certainly no mask 
of religion and devotion can be large 
enough to cover the face of his profane- 
neſs and impiety , when that he might be 
known to be abhorred of his Father, in a 
rent upon the top of the houſe, he went in 
unto his Fathers Concubines, in the fight 
of all Iſraci, Chap. 16. 21, 22. 


E 4 SECT, 
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SECT. XVI. 
Selſ-ſceking. 
A Fifth may be Self ſeeting. Rebels 


ſor the moſt part to advance that 

ood which they think to do unto 
themſelves, never care what wrong 
they do to others, if not poſitively by be- 
ing cauſes or occaſions of hurt unto 
them, yet privatively by detaining from 
them, or depriving them of, that good, 
which other wiſe they might expect, or 
challenge as their due. Thus, though it 
be true that neither the good nor the evil 
which is done by men doth reach unto 
God, in ſuch ſort, as that he ſhould either 
be bene fited by the one, or hurt by the 
other ( to which purpoſe Eliphaz ſaith, 
Can 4 man be profitable unto God ? as he 
that is wiſe may be profitable unto himſelf ? 
Is it any pleaſure to the Almichty that 
thou art righteows or is it gain to Vim 
that thou makeſt thy ways perfect? Job 
22. 2, 3. and Eliha, Job 34. 6, 7, 8. if 
thou ſinneſt, what doſt thou againſt him . 
pr if thy tranſereſions be N, 
what 
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what doſt thow wnto him? If thou be 
righteow, what gi ve thou him ? or what 
receiverh he of thine hand ? Thy wicked- 
neſs may hurt a man as thou art, and t 
righteouſneſs may profit the ſon of man, 
And David, Pſal. 16. 2. My goodneſs ex- 
rendeth not to thee} Let is it as true that 
wicked men, who by obſtinate diſobe- 
dience are Rebels againſt God, as — 
alwayes aime at their own ends, hic 
uſually are either all or ſome of theſe 


* three, Profit, Credit , or Content, ſo that 


they may compals theit deſires therein, 
they little regard though God be diſho- 
noured and diſpleaſed by ir. To enrich 
themſclyes they will not flick to rob 
him , Mal, 3.8, 9, to advance their own 
honour, they care not to contemn him, 
Pſal. 10. 13. and to pleaſe themſelves 
for a time they little regard how much he 
is grie ved, yea moved unto anger for ever, 
Plat 78. 47, 58. 

For Rebels againſt men,how lirtle they 
ſet by others, ſo that they may compaſs 
their own ends, is apparently implied, 
as a general received truth, in that ac- 
cuſation (cnt againſt the Fews to Artax- 

erxe, 
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erxes, wherein Feruſalem is called the re- 
belliows and bad City, Ezra 4. 12. 4 
rebelliows City, and hurtful unto Kings 
and Provinces, vcr. 15, and mention 1s 
particularly made of damage and diſbo- 
nour that would come unto Te King by it, 
if that (as they pretended it to be) rebel- 
liows City ſhould be builded and fortified, 
ver. 13, 14. Unto which City the Pro- 
phet Iſalah alſo having ſaid, Thy Princes 
are rebellious, preſently adds, and com- 
parions of thieves: every one loveth 
gifts, aud followeth after rewards : they 
judge not the fatherleſſe, neither doth the 
Cauſe of the widow come unto them, Iſa. 
1. 23. When the men of Shechem ſet 
lyers in wait for Abimelech ( whom for- 
merly they had received for their King) 
in the top of the mountains, yy robbed, 
ſaith the text, all that came along that 
way by them, Judg. 9. 25. Feroboam 
and 2 ten Tribes having reſolved to 
rebel againſt hol oam and the houſe of 
David, when Rehobours ſent Adoram that 
was over the Tribute, the children of 
Iſrael Goncd him with ſtones that he 
dycd, 2 Chr, 10. 18, Afterward Fero- 


boam 
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beam and his ſons caſt off the Levites 
from executing the Pricſts office unto the 
Lord, Chap. 11. 14. So Zedekiah and 
the Princes of Judah, being reſolute! 
bent to perſiſt in their rebellion agai 
the King of Babylon, not content to have 
ſmitten Jeremiah, and put him in priſon, 
would have had him pur to death alſo, 
becauſe by foretelling the ill ſucceſs of 
their rebellion, they thought that he 
weakened the hands of the men of war, 
that remained in the City, and the hands 
of all the people, Jer. 38. 4, 5. 


SECT. XVIL 
Self-confounding. 


A Sixth may be Self-confaſion, Rebels 
for the moſt part hurt themſelves 
moſt, when they thigk to do themſelves 
moſt good. For Rebels againſt God (that 
is, in a larger ſenſe, all ſinners ) the firſt 
experience of this truth was in the fatal 
tranſgreſſion of our firſt Parents, who 
thought by caring the forbidden fruit to 

become 
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become wiſer then they were , bur loſt 
the beſt part of that knowledge which be- 
fore they had, and that not from them- 
ſelves alone, but all their poſterity alſo, 
Gen. 3. 6. And this (though I do not re- 
member that the holy Ghoſt in Scripture 
ſpeaketh of it by that name) as it was the 
grand Rebellion of all other, that root out 
of which the reſt all ſpring , ſo it brought 
—_— —— — wm it, uni- 
verſal obliquity, and thete rpetual 
— — abe ction to TEES of 
Cod, whereof all the cvils both corpo- 
ral and ſpiritual, both temporal and eter- 
nal, that a created nature is capable of, 
are but ſo many ſeveral items, ſummed 
up by St. Paul into ſin as the cauſe , and 
death as the effect, Rom. 5. 12. By one 
man ſin entered into the world, and death 
by fin ; and ſo death paſſed pen all men, 
for that all have ſinned. Another much 
like it in many reſpects was that of the 
Babel-builders, Gen. 11, thcir intent was 
to build them a City and a Tower, whoſe 
top might reach unto heaven, and to make 
them a name, that they might not be ſcat- 
tered abroad upen the face of the whole 

earth, 
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earth, ver. 4. but the ſucceſs was, they 
were therefore ſcattered that they might 
no longer build, ver, 4. the end was con- 
ſervation, but the effect was confuſion. 
And this example is the more pertinent to 
the purpoſe in hand, becauſe Nimrod the 
mighty hunter before the Lord, the be- 
ginning of whoſe Kingdom was Babel , 
Gen, 10,9, 10. hath his name from Re- 
bellion, as was ſhewed before; and is 
— thought by Interpreters to have 

en the ringleader in that curſed enter- 
priſe, and peradventure wasthe firſt thar 
attempted by power to prefer ſubordi- 
nate Authority iv himſelf, before thar 
which was Supreme in his Grandfather 
Noah, who was yet alive. But in ſtead 
of many particular examples in this kinde 
one general rule may ſerve, even that of 
the Prophet 1ſaiah, Iſa. 1. 19, 20, If ye be 
willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the good 
of the Land : But if ye refuſe and rebel, 
ye ſhall be devoured with the Sword : for 
the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 

For Rebels againſt Men, ſince none can 
be juſtly branded with that name, but ſuch 
as, at lcaſt in a larger ſenſe, are Rebels 

againſt 
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againſt God alſo , becauſe as St. Paul 
ſpeaks, Rom, 13. 1, 2. There ib no Power 
chat is, no Authority, for that which he 
ſ of there is ig., not Aua, but 
of God, The powers that be are ordained 
of God : whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the 
Power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God : it 
is as impoſſible that rebels ſhould alwayes 
proſper, although for a time they may 
prevail in their rebellion , as it is that 
the wrath of God ſhould not in his due 
time, firſt or laſt, be revealed from hea- 
ven againſt all ungodlineſs and unrigh- 
teouſneſs of men, which withhold the truth 
in unrighteouſneſs, Rom, 1. 18. And 
therefore no wonder that St. Paul ha- 
ving ſaid , Let every ſoul be ſulject to 
the higher Powers, ſaith alſo, they that re- 
fiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation : 
which in effect is the ſame with that of the 
Prophet Ezekiel, Chap. 17. 15, Cc. Shaft 
he proſper ? ſhall he hos that doth ſuch 
abings ? Or ſhall he break the Covenant, 
and be delivered? As I live, ſaith the 
Lord God, &c. What ever wealth or 
welfare they may propoſe and promile 
to themſelves, God hath threatned a wo 
againſt 
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againſt rebellious children, Iſa. 30. 1. 


Lea, by his laws amongſt the Iſraelites, 


he provided for the puniſhment of them, 
that with ſuch remarkable ſeverity, 
as might be a means to terrifie others 
from attempting the like: whether that 
Kebellion were the private diſobedience 
of a Son to his natural Parents, as Deut. 
21. 18, 19, 20, 21, If a man have a ffub- 
born and rebelliow Son, which will not 
obey the voice of his Father, or the voice 
of his Mother, and that when they have 
chaſtened him will not hearken unto them 
Then ſhall his Father and his Mother | 
hold on hum, and bring him out unto t 
Elders of his City, and unto the gate of his 
place And they ſhall ſay unto the Elders 
of his City, Thus our Son d ſtubborn, and 
rebellious, he will not obey our voice, he 
is a glutton and a drunkard, And all the 
men of his City ſhall ſtone him with ſtones 
that he dye : h ſhalt thow put evil aw 
rom among you, and all Iſrael ſhall 
hear and fear, Or the publick diſobedi- 
ence of a Subject to his Eccleſiaſtical or 
NLitical Parents, as Deut. 17, 12, 13. 
The man that will do preſumpiuonſly, — 
wi 
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will not hearken unto the Pricfk ( that 
ſtandeth to miniſter there before the Lord 
thy God) or unto the judge, even that man 
ſhall die, and thou ſhalt put away the e il 
from Iſracl. And all the people ſhall 
hear and fear , and do no more freſum- 
prnouſly, And when men arc ſo negligent 
and carcleſs that they will not, or ſo 
overcome by multitude and power, that 
they cannot, though they would, bring 
Rebels to deſerved puniſhment, God 
himſclf many times takes the cauſe into 
his own hand, and as himſclt ſpeaks , 
Deut. 28. 59. Makes their plarues mon- 
derful, So Numb. 16. 30, Cc. for Korah, 
Dathan and Abiram the Lord made 4 new 
thing; the ground clave aſunder that was 
under them And the earth opened her 
mouth, and ſwallowed them up , and their 
houſes, and all the men that appertaincd 
wnto Korah, and all their grods, They, 
and all that appertained to them, went 
down alive into the pit, and the earth 
cleſed upon them : and they periſhed from 
among the Congregation, And there came 
ont fire from the Lord, and conſumed the 
250 men that burnt incenſe : who are by 
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God himſelf expreſly called finners 4- 
gaunſt their own ſouls,ver.38. So of Hophnt 
and Phinchas the ſons of Eli, it is ſaid, 
They hearkened not unto the woice of their 
Father, becanſe the Lord would ſlay them, 
1 Sam. 2. 25, And of Zedekiah it is ſaid; 
Through the anger of the Lord it came 10 
paſſe in Jeruſalem and Judah, until he had 
caſt them out from his preſence, that Lede- 
kiah rebelled againſt the King of Babylon, 
2 King. 24. 20, So, whileſt they went a- 
bout to break their yoaks of wood, they 
gave God dccaſion to put a % of iron 
on their necks, as he had told them he 
would do, Jer. 28. 12, 13, 14. When 
they thought to provide that the King- 
22 might lift q bu ſelf, and nor bebaſe, 
they brought it to be none at all: as God 
by his Prophet Ezekiel threatned, Ezck. 
17. 12, &c. And though, he promiſed 
them at laſt a joyful reſtirution, by the 
ſame Prophet, Chap. 20. 40, Cc. yet he 
tels them before he bring it to paſs, 1 
will purge out from among you the Rebels, 
and them that tranſereſs againſt me: 1 
will bring them ont of the Countrey where 
they ſojourn,and they ſhall not enter _— 
7 


— 
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land of Iſracl, ver. 38. The Jews by their 
Rebellion might cauſe themſelves to be | 
caſt out into Captivity, but the return f 
the remnant that is left muſt be the work 
and the effect of righteouſneſs, Ia. 32.17, 


— 


SECT. XVIII. 
Practiſes of Rebels. Of the King of 
Sodom, Cc. Gen. 14. 4, Cc. 


B* theſe and ſuch other properties of 
Rebels are beſt diſcovered by their 
pradtiſes which it will not be amiſs to 
take {ome notice of, as we finde them 
particularly recorded by the holy Ghoſt 
in Scripture, without reducing the cir- 
cumſtances of them unto ſeveral heads, 
eſpecially ſuch as have not been alrcad 
touched upon, For the practiſes of thoſe 
that have been tebe llious againſt God, to 
inſtance particulars were to multiply in- 
finitcs, and to undertake an cndlcts task. 
Of thoſe that have been rebellious againſt 
Men, the firſt particular inſtance given 
by the holy Gholt in Scripture under that 
notion is, Cen. 14, 4. where yung 
0 
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of the Kings of Sedeom, Gomorrah, Admab, 
Ecbej im, and Bela, he\aith, Twelve years 
they ſerved Chedorlaomer , and. in the 
thirteenth year they rebelled, The word 
tranſlated rebelled, as was before obſer- 
ved, properly ſignificth to forſake or fall 
away: bur in another acceptation it ſig- 
nificth to be miſerable. In both ſenſes it 
is true of them, concerning whom it is 
there uſed. Fot 

Firſt, the ir Rebellian in the act thereof 
was a revolt from a former ſubjection of 
no leſs then twelve years ſtanding : How 
they came to be ſubjeet ar the firſt the 
text doth not tell us, but whether it were 
by a voluntary ſubmiſſion, or by com- 
pulſion, the term of continuance, twelve 
years, ſeems noted of purpoſe to imply 
ſuch a kinde of after conſent, as might 
give Chedorlaomer at leaſt a colour of pre- 
tended right. 

— , their Rebellion in the ſucceſs 
thereof was miſcrable: For though the 
odds may ſcem to have been on their 
ſide, even then when they came to joyn 
battle in the vale of Siddim, five Kings 
to four, beſides fix other, as it ſhould 

F 2 icem, 
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ſeem, their aſſociated Nations formerly 
ſmitten, the Rephaims, the Zuzims, the | 


Emims, the Horites, the Amalekites, and 
the Amorites, yet God, it may be of pur- 
poſe to ſhew his deteſtation of Rebelli- 
on at the very firſt appearance of it, de- 
livered them up, and all that they had, 
into the hands of Chedorlaomer and his 
confederates, Yea Lot, that dwelt but as 
a Sojourncr amongſt them, partakes of 
the ſame miſcries with them, and is 
taken both himſelf and his goods, It is 
true indeed, they were reſcued and reco- 
vered again by Abraham, and Chedorla- 
omer and the Kings that were with him 
ſlain, but that was for Lots ſake, not their 
own, as appears by that moſt fcartul 
judgement, which they fell by afterward, 
when they, their Citics, their Countrey, 
with all the Inhabitants thereof, and that 
which grew upon the ground, wcre de- 
ſtroyed with brimſtonc and fire from the 
Lord our of heaven, Gen. 19. 24, 25. 
From which deſtruction though Lot were 
delivered, yct it {ccms it was not with 
reſpect unto himſclt fo much as unto 
Ab; aham, vcr. 23, Eut that which is 

moſt 
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moſt remarkable in this example is, that 
the firſt inſtance of a publick Rebellion 
againſt humane authority recorded in 
Scripture is of that, which was practiſed 
by the men of Sodom, of whom ir is ſaid, 
that they were wicked, and ſinners before 
the Lord exceedingly, Gen, 13. 13. and 
yet no mention is made by the holy 
Ghoſt of any particular evil , whereof 
they ſtood guilty before he comes to this, 
And who can tell but that in this reſpect 
eſpecially the rebelliows Princes of the 
Jews, as the Prophet 1ſaiah cals them, 
Chap. t. 23. are ſpoken to as Rulers of 
Sodom, ver. 10, and the whole Nation as 
people of Gomorrah, whom the Prophet 
Ezekiel ſo often termeth 4 rebellious 
houſe ? and particularly in his 17 chap, 
ver. 12, when he deals with them about 
Zedekiahs rebellion againſt the King of 
Babylon, which was the immediate occa- 
ſion of their captivity, and the de ſtructi- 
on of Feruſalem: which the Prophet Fe- 
remiah compares unto the overthrow of 
Sodom, not as an equal only, but a greater 
evil, when he ſaith, The puniſhment of the 
iniquity of the daughter of my people i 

F 3 greater 
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greater then the puniſhment of the ſin of 
| that was overthrown in a moment, 
and no hand ſtayed on her, Lam. 4. 6. 
And in all probability, or rather out of 
doubt, the Prophet 1ſaiah ſpeakerh of the 
ſame, when he ſaith, Tour countrey i de- 
ſolate „ your Cities are burnt with fre, 
your land ſtrangers devour it is your pre- 
ſence, andit is deſolate as overthrown by 
ſtrangers. And the daughter of T ion « 
left as acottaze in 4 vineyard, as a lodge 
in a garden of Cucumbers , as a beſieged 
City. Except the Lord of hoſts had lett 
an Ks 4 very ſmall remnant, we ſhould 
have been as Sodom, and we ſhould have 


been like unto Gomorrah, Iſa. 1, 7, 8, 9. 


and then immediately in the next verſe 
addeth, Hear the Word of the Lord, ye 
Rnlers of Sodom, give car unte the Law 
of onr God, ye people of Gomorrah, Nor 
doth he compare the Fews to them of 
Sodom tor thur puniſhment only, but tor 
their ſin allo, Chap. 3. 9. The ſhew of 
their countenance doth witneſs again(t 
them, and they declare their ſin , Sodom, 
rhey hide it not: wo unte their ſoul , for 
they have rewarded evil unto them/elves, 

Which 


: 
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Which laſt clauſe of the verſe, although 
it be true of every puniſhment for every 
fin, that the ſinnet himſclt is the merito- 
rious cauſe of his own ſuffering, yet was 
it moſt remarkable in the deſtruction of 
Feruſalem, which might have been pre- 
vented, it Zedekiah and the Fews would 
by any mcans have been perſwaded to 
deſiſt from their Rebellion , which God 
by his Prophet Ferem. ah fo oft and fo 
carneſt'y labouted to have withdrawn 
them trom. And, as it Rebellion were 
of all other ſin the moſt proper cauſe of 
ruin, and molt taral ro the Nation of the 
Fews and the City Jernſalem, the laſt and 
greate ſt de ſolation of it by the Romans, 
both under <ſpaſian, Traran and Adrian 
the Emperors,was particularly occaſioned 
by their own Rebellion, as the hiſtories of 
thoſe times declare, Which becauſe it hap- 
pencd not until thoſe times were run our, 
unto which the ſacred ſtory cxtendeth, 1 
would not now have mentioned, but that 
it may ſcrve for an anſwer, it any ſhould 
think thoſe paſſages of the Prophets, not 
to have teſpect ſo much to the former 
deſtruction of the Jews bythe, Aſſyrians,as 
F 4 to 
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to the later under the Romans, when this, 
as well as that, ſhall appear to have had 
their own Rebellion for its next imme- 
diate cauſe. However Rebellion muſt 
needs be acknowledged a fin of Sodom, 
eſpecially ſince the Sedowires are the firſt 
that the holy Ghoſt in Scripture hath tax- 
ed for the ptactiſe thereof. 


— — — 


SECT. XIX. 
Of Korah and his Companions. Numb. 
16. 1, &c. 


He next of the ſame nature, recor- 
died under the ſame notion, is that 
of Korah and his Companions, Numb, 
16, 1, Cc. Wherein, beſides that which 
hath been noted already, this is moſt ob- 
ſcrvable , that the quarrel began about 
Principality and Prelacy. Moſes the Su- 
preme Civil Magiſtrate, or King in 
Feſurwun, as he is called, Deut. 33. 5. 
and Aaron the High Pricſt , or the Saint 
of the Lord, as he is called, Pfal. 106, 16, 
are thoſe againſt whom / if not their 
malice, yet ) their envy is eſpecially bent, 
and 
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and it ſhould ſeem againſt Moſes moſt for 
Aarons ſake, becauſe they might not 
all be Prieſts as well as he, Numb. 16. 
9,10, 11. And the reaſon which they 
urge for themſelves is a pretended equal 
intereſt that all Gods people had unto 
his ſpecial "preſence with chem : for 
ſanctiſication, which Moſes and Aaron 
they thought laid roo much claim unto, 

went about to engroſs unto them- 
ſelves, ver. 3. They gathered themſelves 
together againſt Moſes and Aaron, and 
ſaid wnto — Te take tos much upon you, 
ſeeing all the Congregation are holy, every 
one of them, and the Lord is among them : 
wherefore then lift you up your ſelves 
above the congregation of the Lord ? 
Wherein they may ſeem to have ſpecial 
relation unto that of Exod. 19. 6. Te ſbal 
be unto me 4 Kingdom of Prieſts, and an 
holy Nation and ſo to have warrant 
from divine Authority for what they pre- 
tend, yea ſuch as Moſes muſt not deny, 
except he will expteſly contradict him- 
ſelf, Bur by this we may ſee, that the 
Word of God it ſelf is not a ſufficient 
warrant for any thing, that is not agrees 


TY, 
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able unto his purpoſely intended will 
therein , which as it plainly there ap- 
pears was not , that holineſs ſhould be 
alwaycs underſtood in one and the fame 
ſenſe, but ſomerimes more largely , fo 
that all Gods people might be ſaid to be 
holy, and ſomerimcs more ſtrictiy, ſo that 
ſome alone, and nor others, might be ſaid 
to be his Saints, or holy ones. And for 
meerneſs unto God , that though in one 
ſenſe all may be called, and fo have right 
to come near unto him as his people, yer 
in another ſenſe not all indifferently , 
bur ſome in a ſpecial manner above 
others, are choſcn by himſelf, and cauſed 
to come near unto him as his Prieſts. 
Which holineſs and nearneſs unto God 
in reſpect of publick office and employ- 
ment, when Korah and his companions 
would have confounded with that which 
was ſuch in reſpect of particular private 
endowments, or of outward general pro- 
teſhon only, and thought to make that as 
well as this indifferently common unto 
all, God himſelf takes the matter ſo to 
heart, that he doth not only puniſh them 
ſeverely for that which they had done 
alrcady, 
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already, but to prevent the like 
for the future, gives order that the cenſers 
of thoſe ſinners agaiuſt their own ſouls, 
wherewith they that were burnt had of- 
fcred, ſhould be made broad plates for 4 
covering of the Altar, to be a memorial 
to the children of liracl, that no ſtranger, 
which is not of the ſeed of Aaron, come 
near to offer incenſe before the Lord, that 
he be not 4s Korah and his company, ver. 
40. Though God will have no reſpect 
unto the incenſe which is offered by te- 
bellious Xorah and his company, yet their 
cenſers muſt do ſome ſervice in his 
Sanctuary, and being (though but abu- 
Hey) applyed to an holy ufc, muſt not 
be put to any common imployment. 
And further he commandeth Aarons rod 
that budded to be brought before the 
teſtimony, to be kept for a token againſt the 
Rebels, that Moſes might quite take away 
their murmurings from him, and they not 
die, chap. 17. 10, Which for the pre- 
ſent wrought ſo upon the children 
of Iſrael, that they ſpake unto Moſes , 
laying, Behold, we die, we periſh, we all 
periſh, whoſorver cometh any thing near 
the 
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the Tabernacle of the Lord ſhall die, Shall 
we be conſumed with dying ? ver, 12, 13. 
And this was whileſt yet the 1ſraelites 
were wandering in the wilderneſs:whileft 
Moſes, that was faithful in all the houſe e 
God, and Aaron, the Saint of the Lord , 
were both alive, even then the Princi- 
pality of the one, and Prelacy of the other 
ſcem ſuch intolerable grievances , that 
unleſs they will deſcend from the height 
of their perpetual preſidency, and ſub- 
mit themſelves unto, if not an indepen- 
dent, yet at leaſt a Presbyterial parity, 
they mnſt expect no peaccable com- 
munion with, much leſs obedient confor- 
mity from, ſuch popular pretenders unto 
holineſs, as Korah, Dathan and Abiram 
are. What would have done, had 
they been alrcady poſſeſſed of theit pro- 
miſed inheritance in the land of Canaan, 
and in ſtead of a Moſes and an Aaron had 
been to live under a Saw! and an Eli? 
God was not ignorant , as appears when 
he faith, J know their imaginations, 
which they go about even now , before 1 
have brought them into the land which 
I ſmare , Deut. 31, 21. Nor Moſes, for he 
likewiſc 
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likewiſe ſaith, ver, 27. J know thy Rebel- 
lion and thy tiff neck, Behold, while 1 
am yet alive with you this day, ye have 
been rebelliow againſt the Lord and 
how much more after my death And 
therefore God doubles his care of pre- 
vention, and provides that whether 
look upon the Altar without, or thi 
upon Ark of the Teſtimony within the 
vail; they may meer with a mark of 
remembrance in cither to make them for 
ever beware of Rebellion, as that which 
they muſt conceive to be inconſiſtent 
with both the internal power and exter- 
nal profeſſion of the true Religion. And 
et concerning this Rebellion of Korah and 
is companions we finde no mention 
made of any force of armes that they 
raiſed, or any violence that was offered 
by them, cither unto Moſes , or unto 
Aaron, or unto any that appertained or 
adhered to them, either in their perſons 
or in their goods: all that they did was 
to gather together, and by word of mouth 
to plead againſt the precminence that 
Moſes and Aaron had over them: yet 
even that made them a burthen too * 
or 
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for the earth to bear, Which the holy 
Ghoſt may ſeem to have ſome relation 
to, when he faith, For three things the 
earth is diſquieted, and for four which it 
cannot bear, For a ſervant when he raig- 
weth, &c. Prov. 30. 21, 22, 23. Such an 
incolerable evil it is for them that ſhould 
be Subject to ſeck to be Supreme : for 
the childe to behave himſelf proudly againſt 
the ancient, and the baſ azainſt the ho- 
wowrable, as the Prophet Iſaiah complains, 
Ila. 3.5. 


SECT. XX. 
Of the Iſraelites, Numb. 20. 1, &c. 


Third particular example , of the 

— ot chem that have been 
Rebellious againſt men, may be that of 
the Iſraclucs, Numb. 20. when they ga- 
thered themſelves together againſt Molcs 
and Aaron, and chode with Mots, ver. 
2, 3. for which Meſes (though meek 
above all the men which were upon the 
face of the earth, Numb. 12. 3. ) expreſly 
cals them QZebels, ver, 10, The word 
tranſlated 
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tranſlated and they chode, M, though 
ir properly ſigniſie no more but to plead 
or ſtrive with multitude of words, yer 
the circumſtances of the ſtory ſhew 

lainly the contention was carryed with 
uch carncſtneſs of affection, or rather 
violence of paſſion, that it was likely to 
have ended in blows, if God had nor in- 
terpaſed the evidence of his ſpecial pre- 
ſence to prevent it, ver. 6. For ſo Moſes 
plainly ſhews in his complaint unto God 
upon that occaſion, | Exod. 17. 4. What 
ſhall I do wnto this people ? they be almoſt 
ready to ſtone me. thoug Rebels per- 
haps begin but with words, yet if courſe * 
be not taken to repreſs them in time, 
they ſeldome end fo: for, as Solomon 
ſpeaks, Prov, 15.1, Grievows words ſtir 
wp anger : and Prov, 17, 14. The begin- 
ning of ſtrife is as when one letteth out 
water : therefore leave off contention be- 
fore it be medled with. But that which I 
would eſpecially take notice of here, is 
the occaſion of the contention , there was 
no water for the Congregation, ver. 2. 
whereupon in a wayward diſcontented- 
neſs, they break out into a repining ex- 
poſtulation 
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poſtulation with Moſes and Aaron for that 
which they had done by Gods direction, 
yea for what God himſelf had done in 
mercy towards them, ver. 3, 4. Would 
God we had dyed, when our brethren dyed 
before the Lord. And why have ye brought 
up the Congregation of the Lord into this 
wilderneſs that we and our catiel ſhould die 
there ? Rebels for the moſt part are ever 
diſcontented with their preſent eſtate, 
and will rather finde fault with former 
favours, then ſeem to want preſent cauſe 
of complaint : that they live muſt be laid 
to Moſes his charge, if their life be not 
ſuch as they themſelves would have it. If 
they lack = thing which God in his 
providence deprives them of, or elſe 
withholds from them, they grumble at 
their Governours, though they guide 
them that way, which God himſclf doth 
go before them in. All that they have is 
nothing worth wich them, whileſt they 
want any thing that they would have. 
They will not let Moſes and Aaron alone, 
although they be told that their murmu- 
rings are not againſt them, but againſt 
the Lerd , Exod. 16, S. It was not long 
azo 
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agoe ſince the anger of the Lord was 
kindled againſt Auron and Miriam, in ſo 
much that Miriam was ſtricken with le- 

roſie, only for ſpeaking againſt Moſes , 
Numb. 12, 1, 9, 10. which they could 
not be ignorant of: nor how often al- 
ready Moſes had ft ond before Ged in the 
breach to turn away his wrath , leſt he 
ſhould deſtroy them, Plal. 106. 23. and 
Aaron, between the living and the dead, 
to make an atonement for them, that the 
plague which was begun amongſt them 
might be ſtayed , Numb. 16. 46, 47, 48. 
Nor ho their want of bread had been 
ſupplycd from heaven with Angels food, 
Plal. 78. 25. and their luſt for fleſh even 
cloyed, if not ſatisficd, with Quails, 
Numb. 11. yet wart of water waſheth 
away the remembrance of all this, and a 
rebelliow diſpoſition rooted in their 
hearts, prevails above all experience 
both of judgements and mercics, brea- 
king forth into murmurings upon cvery 
light occaſion, It is not the higheſt autho- 
rity that can be under heaven, though ac- 
companicd with the greateſt integrity 
and innocence, that any meer man could 
G ever 
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' ever boaſt of ſince the fall of Adam, that 
is able to exempt the poſſeſſours thereot 
from the ſtrivings of the pcople, when 
Moſes and Aaron are ſo often expoſed to 
the chidings of rebellious Iſraelites. 


SECT. XXI. wx 


Of Jeroboam and the ten Tribes , 
1 King. 129, &c. 


| 


mention is that of Jeroboam and 
the ten Tribes: wherein, beſides that 
which hath been obſcrved already, there 
are the ſe remarkable particulars, 

Firſt , that Feroboam the head of that 
rebellious body was a man of excellent 
endowments , 4 mizhty man of valeur, 
and induſtrious : emincntly preterred by 
Salomon, for he made him ruler over all 
the charge of the houſe of Joſeph, 1 King. 
I 1. 28. yet Jeroboam is the man above 
all the reſt to ſet forward the Rebellion 
againſt Rehoboam Solomons Son. So caſi- 
ly are all obligations of thankſulneſs utter- 


ly 


* 
He fourth in this kinde that I will | 


— — 0 


The right Rebel. 83 
ly cancelled in rebellious breaſts, when 
once men of active abilities, and aſpirin 
minds, meet with fit opportunities of ad: 
vancing their ambitious ends. 

But perhaps it will be ſaid, That ſero- 
boam and the ten Tribes did no more in 
this then God himſelf had fore-ordained 
ſhould be done, yea foretold unto him by 
Ahijah the Prophet, wer. 29, &c, And 
can ſeroboam and the ten Tribes be bla- 
med for that, which was done by them, 
not only according unto the determinate 
counſel of God, but even his revealed will 
alſo ? 

To this ir may be anſwered , Thar 
what is forctold by the Prophet A4hijah, 
concerns not the ation done by Jerobo- 
am and the ten Tribes, bur only the event 
thereof, There is nothing by way of 
precept commanded, either unto him or 
them, but only by way of prediction a 
diſcovery made ot what himſelf in- 
tended to inflict as a puniſhment, not on- 
ly upon the poſterity of Solomon, bur 
alſo upon all the ten Tribes of Iſrael for 
their Idolatry, ver. 31, Cr. And prece- 
dent predictions of future events are fo 

G 2 


84 Thenew Phanatique; or, 


far from carrying the nature of precepts 
to warrant the actions of thoſe perſons, 
whom God in his providence permits to 
be inſtruments of bringing thoſe events 
to paſs, that ſometimes they ſeem rather 
to put on the condition of caveats togive 
them warning, that they preſume not to 
interpoſe themſclves as Gods coadjutors 
in his own undertakings, unlets they have 
their commiſſion from him : which when 
they do, it commonly ſucceeds with them 
accordingly, When Sarai was barren, 
and it may be paſt hope of bearing chil- 
dren her ſelf, God promiſed Abram that 
he that ſhonld come ont of his own bowels 
ſhould be his heir, Gen, 15. 4. yet that 
was not a ſufficient warrant for Sarai to 
perſwade het husband to go in unto her 
maid, Gen. 16, 2. not did the paſſe alto- 
gether unpuniſhed for that prepoſterous 
courſe : for when Hagar ſaw that ſhe had 
conceived, her miſtreſs was deſhiſed in her 
eyes, ver, 4. When Rebekah had two 
nations in her wombe, God told her that 
the one people ſhould be ſtronger then the 
other people , and that the elder ſhould 
ſerve the yonger, Gen, 25, 23, Yet that 
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was no juſt excuſe for Facobs lie, where- 
with his Mother inſtructed him to take 
away his brother Eſaus bleſſing, Cen. 27. 
nor had cither he or ſhe any great joy of 
it for the pre ſent, he being forced to flee 
for his life, and the doubting to be de- 
prived of both her Sons in one day, ver, 
45. Nor ſped he very well when he 
came to Padan- Aram, being ſerved (as 
we uſe to ſay ) with his own ſawce, and 
having after ſeven years ſcrvice for a 
beautitul&achela bleer · eyed Leah 3 
to his bed, his own mothers brother 
ceiving him with the clder fiſter in ſtead 
of the yonger, as his mother before had 
raught im to deceive his own Father 
with the yonger brother in ſtead of the 
elder : and we know what befel him at- 
terwards, in ſo much that himſelt being 
asked of his age by Pharaoh, plainly 
confeſſeth, few and evil have the dayes 
of the years of my life been, Gen. 47. 9. 
God did not only tcll Moſes before-hand, 
1 am ſure the King of Egypt will not let 
you ge, no not by A mighty hand, Exod. 
3. 19. but Moſes alſo tels Pharaoh him- 
ſelf as much in effect, Chap. 9. 30. As 
C 3 fer 
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for thee and thy ſervants, 1 know that ye 
will not yet fear the Lord God, Bur nei- 
ther their fin nor their puniſhment was 
any thing the leſſe for that. All the evil 
that Abſalom either ated or attempted 
towards his Father David, was foretold 
by the Prophet Nathan, as that which 
God himſelf would raiſe up againſt him 
out of his own houſe, for his Adultery 
with Bathſbeba, and his Murther of Uriah, 
2 Sam. 12. 9, Cc. yet that doth not 
juſtific Abſalom in any thing that he pra- 
ctiſed or purpoſed againſt his Father. 
Yea, our Saviour himſelf told Judas it 
was he that ſhould betray him, Matth. 
26. 25. and more then that ſaid unto 
him, That thou doſt do quickly, Joh. 13. 
27, yet nevertheleſs foretold his wo as 
well as his wickedneſs, Matth. 26. 24. 
Wo unto that man by whom the Son of 
man is betrayed : it had been good for 
that man if he had not been born, So 
little avails it men to be employed as 
inſtruments in accompliſhing the ſecret 
counſels of God, unleſs in their actions 
they Order themſelves according to the 
rule of his revcaled will, Although it be 
good 
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that ſin ſhould be puniſhed, yet no 
—＋ allowed to ſin Rumſelf — 
ſhing the fins of others: for then men 
might ſay, Let ws do evil that good may 
come, Which is doomed by St. Paul to juſt 
damnation, Rom. 3. 8. And chat Fero- 
boam had no juſt cauſe to think himſelf 
warranted in what he did by the Pro- 
pheſic of Abhij ab, may further appear, if 
we conſider how different the courſe of 
Gods dealing with him is from that, 
which on the like occaſions he took both 
with David and Fehu, When Saul had 
rejected the word of the Lord, and the 
Lord had rejetted him from being-King 
over Iſracl, as Samuel tels him, 1 Sam. 
1. 15. though David, to whom God had 
given the Kingdom of Iſrael, muſt not 
enter into the poſſeſſion of it till after 
Sauls deceaſe, yet Samuel by Gods ap- 
intmene muſt annoint him King in 
Sauls lite time: and from that day for- 
ward, ſaith the text, the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon David, 1 Sam, 16, 
13. 8 David had in Sault time both 


an inward and an ourward calling to 
the Kingdom, yet ſtill lands Kast 
G 4 an 
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and behaves himſelf towards him as the 
Lords anointed. And when the ſpirit of 
chat Rulcr (though indeed a wicked one) 
roſe up againſt him, he left not his place 
(the place wherein he ſtood as a Subject 
unto aul his Soveraign ) but by yiclding 
(that reſpect which was due unto him 
in regard of that high place, unto which 
he was called by God ) did more then 
once pacific the great offence which Saul 
had taken at him, So when God had a 
purpole by the hand of Feh» the Son of 
Nimſbi to deſtroy Baal our of Iſracl, and 
to cut off the poſteriry of Ahab, who ſold 
bimlelf to work wickedneſs, one of the 
children of the Prophets is ſent in the 
name of God to ancint him King over 
hu people, even over Iſracl, and to tell 
him plainly, not only what God himſelt 
would do, but likewiſe what he would 
have done by him, 2 King, 9. 6, Cc. 
which God doth ſo much approve of, that 
he tels him „Chap. 10. 30. Bec auſe thou 
haſt done well in executing that which 
was right in mine eyes, and haſt done unto 
the bouſe of Ahab, according to all that 
was in my heart, thy children nnto the 
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fourth generation ſballſit upon the throne 
of Iſracl. But there is no ſuch thing at 
all mentioned concerning Feroboam , 
that he was by the Prophet in the name of 
God anointed King , bur made by the 
people only, 1 King. 12, 20, whereupon 
God himſelf by his Prophet Hoſea com- 
plains, They have ſet up Kings, but not by 
me : they have made Princes, and I knew 
it not, Hol. $. 4. And this even then 
when there was a King alrcady , Reho- 
boam the fon of Solomon, unto whom 
they ought ro have been ſubject, both 
they and their pretended King. In which 
reſpect Le Is them plainly , Jero- 
boam the ſon of Nebat, the ſervant of So- 
lomon the ſon of David, & riſen up, and 
reb:lled againſt his Lord, 2 Chr, 13. 6. 
So that Feroboums Rebellion was both an 
act of injuſtice , and an act of ingrati- 
tude, to exalt himſelf above the ſon of 
him by whom himfclt had been prefer- 
red, 

Secondly, in this Rebellion of Ferobs- 
am and the ten Tribes the pretended oc- 
calion, which they take advantage of, is 
very obſervable. They complain of for- 

mer 
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mer grievances, a heavy yoak which So- 
lomon had put upon them, and they would 
have his ſon to make it lighter, 1 King. 
12, 4. But how little juſt cauſe they had 
to complain may be gathered from that 
which is ſaid, Chap. 4. 25. Judah and 
Iſracl dwelt ſafely, every man under his 
vine, and under his fig-tree, from Dan 
even unto Bcerſheba, all the dayes of 
Solomon : and Chap. 9. 20, Cc. All the 

cople that were left of the Amorites , 

ittites, Perixzites, Hivites and Jebulires, 
which were not of the children of Iſtacl, 
their children that were left after them in 
the land, whom the children of Iſracl alſo 
were not able utterly to deſtroy, upon thoſe 
did Solomon levy a tribute of bond-ſervice 
wnto this day. But of the children / Iſracl 
did Solomon make no bondmen : but they 
were men of war , and his Servants, and 
his Princes, and his Captains, and Rulers 
4 his Charets , and his horſemen. Yea , 

hap. 10. 27. The King made ſilver to be 
in Jcruſalem as ftones, and cedars made 
he to be as the Sycomore trees, that are in 
the wale for abundance, All this riotwith- 
ſtanding they complain of grieveus ſer- 


vice, 
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vice, and an heavy yoak, But the 1 


fault of Solomons Government i 
which was 1dolatry, thut they make no 
mention of, A wrongfully ſuppoſed re- 
ſtraint of their own intended liberty 
makes a great noiſe in the mourhs of Fe- 
roboam and the ten Tribes of Iſrael, 
they are minded to rebel, whileſt the great 
wrong done unto God himſelf in matter 
of Religion is as little regarded, as if 
there were no ſuch thing at all. But this 
their complaint may ſeem to have had fo 
little colour of any juſt cauſe, that it is 
not caſie to conceive how it could be be- 
lieved by themſelves to be true, but only 
that they ſaught an occaſion thereby to 
pick aquarrel with Rehoboam, His an- 
{wer * was very unadviſed, My Fa- 
ther made your yoak heavy (taking it for 
granted as true that pretend) but I 
will add to your yoak : my Father alſo 
—— you with whips (to ſuppoſe that 
alſo true) but I will chiſtiſe you with ſcor- 
pions, Chap. 19. 14. An anſwer as fir 
for Feroboams purpoſe, as if the young 
men that gave Rehoboam counſel to ſay 
ſo, had minded nothing more then his 
confulion, 
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confuſion, But the cauſe was from the 
Lord, ſaith the text, ver, 15. that he might 
perform his ſaying, which the Lord ſpake by 
Ahijah the Shilonite anto Jeroboam the 
ſon of Nebat. It is not very likely that 
Rehoboam had any intent to do as he ſaid, 
as ſome Interpreters arc of opinion,but ra- 
ther taking it in ſcorn that Subjects ſhould 
preſume to put any conditions upon their 
Soveraign, he would manifeſt his indig- 
nation towards them for it by an anſwer 
as unreaſonable, as their demand appea- 
red unto him undutiful, However we 
may ſce how ready Jeroboam and the 1/- 
raelites are, as ſoon as an opportunity of 
advantage is offered them, to run away 
with it. Their motion takes not at the 
firſt, they ſtay not to trouble Rehoboam 
with another requeſt, but forthwith re- 
nounce their Allegiance, and diſclaim any 
longer ſubjection unto his Authority; 
ſaying, What portion have we in David? 
neither have we inheritance in the ſon of 
Jeſſe : to your rents, 6 Iſracl; now ſee to 
thine own honſc David, ver. 16. As though 
it had not been enough to revolt from 
their obedicne e unto Kehoboam and 2 

W 
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what aſperſion they thought fir upon the 
Government of Solomon his Father alſo, 
unleſs they could draw in David too, 
and utterly cxtirpate all reſpe& unto 
on Royal Family boch in root and bran- 
C 


Thirdly, the Gall and Wormwood , 
that this root of bitterneſs Kebellion bore, 
of all che reſt is moſt remarkable, Their 
revolt to Idolatry I mentioned before, and 
their ſacrilegious Scqueſtration of the 
Prieſthood from the ſons of Levi, to 
prefer into their places the loweſt of the 

ople. 

That which I will now take notice of 
is, How ill it proſpered with them, This 
thing, ſaith the text, became fin unto the 
houſe of ſcroboam, even to cut it off, and 
to deſtroy it from off the face of the earth, 
1 King. 13. 34. At che firſt indecd, when 
all che houſc of Judab with the Tribe of 
Benjamin were aſſembled, an hundred 
and ftuuricore thouſand men which were 
warrionrs , to fioht againſt the houſe of 
Iſracl , to bring the Kingdom again to 
Rehoboam the ſex of Solomon; they 
were directed by God to deſiſt from that 


attempt: 
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attempt: and ſo they did, 1 King, 12,21, 
Cc. yet there was war —..— 
am and Jeroboam all their dayes, Chap. 
14. 30. Nor did it end with the death 
of. Rehoboam, but there was war berween 
Abijah his Son and Ferebeam ; and Abijah 
ſet the battle in aray azainſt [croboam 
with an Army of valiant men of war, even 
four hundred thouſand choſen men, 2 Chr, 
13.2, Cc. The ſucceſs of which battle 
was ſuch that, though Jeroboams Army 
were in number two to one, even eight 
handred thouſand choſen men, being mighty 
men of valonr , ver. 3. yet the children 
of Iſracl fled before Judah 3 and God de- 
wered them into their hand. And Abi jah 
and his people ſlew them with a great 
Manghter : ſo there fell down ſlain of 1(- 
rac] Foe hundred thouſand choſen men, 
ver. 16, 17, Neither did |eroboam re- 
cover ſtrength again in the dayes of Abji- 
jah: and the Lord ſtroke lum, and he 
dyed, ver. 20. And, though his fon 
Nadab (uccec det lim in · the Kingdom, 
yet he reigne i bur a while, for Baaſbs 
conſpired againſt him, and ſmote him 
and {lcw him, and rcizncd in his ſtead : 
yea, 


* 
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ea, he ſmote all the houſe of Jeroboam, 
left not to Jeroboam any that breathed, 
wntil be had deſtroyed him, according to 
the ſaying of the Lord, which he ſpake by 
bus ſervant Ahijah the Shilonite, 1 — 
15. 27, 28, 29. which was that he w 
take away the remnant of the houſe of 
Jcroboam, as 4 man taketh away dung 
till all be gone, Chap. 14. 10. Nor 
Baaſba better ſuccels then Feroboam ; for 
his ſon Elab was (lain in the like manner, 
and all the houſe of Baaſhs deſtroyed, by 
his ſcrvant Zimri , who reigned in his 
ſtead, Chap. 16.8; Cc. But his reign was 
not long: for ſeven dayes did meaſure 
both it and the remainder of his life, ver. 
15, &c. Then were the le of Iſrael 
divided into two parts; half of the peo- 
ple followed Tibni the ſon of Ginah to 
make him King: and half followed Omri. 
But the people that followed Omri pre- 
vailed againſt the people that followed 
Tibni the ſon of Ginah : ſo Tibni dyed 
and Omri reigned , ver. 21, 22, And 
though omri had the ſucceſſion of the 
Kingdom continued, not only in his ſon 
Ahab, but alſo in his two grandchildren 
Abariab 
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Ahaziah and Fehoram , yet then it was 
cut off by Fehu the fon of Nimſhi, who 
conſpired againſt his Maſter Jehoram, 
and /lew him, 2 King. 9. 10. Tea he flew 


all that remained of the houſe of Ahab in 


Jezrecl, and all his great men and hu - 
folks, and bis Priefts, until he left him 
wone remaining, ver. 11. Then though 
the ſucceſſion were continued in the poſte- 
rity of chm longer then of any that were 
before him, ſo that his children of the 
fourth generation ſate on the Throne of 
Ifracl, ver. 30. yet in theſe dayes the 
Lord began to cut Iſracl ſhort : and Ha- 
zac ſmote them in all the coaſts of Iſracl, 
ver. 32. The King of _ deſtroyed 
them , and made them like the duſt by 
threſhing, Chap. 13. 7. yea, the afflelion 
of Iſracl was wery bitter : for there was 
., ſhut wp, mor an} left , mor any 
helper for Iſracl, Chap. 14. 26. Then 
azainſt Zachariah the laſt of Jehw his ge- 
reration, who reigned but tix moncthe, 
Shallum the ſon of Jabeſh conſpired , and 
flew him, and reigned in his ſtead a full 
moncth. Chap. 15. 10, 13. Againſt him 
Aenahem tlie fon of Cadi went np from 
1irzah, 


— - 


— — 
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Tirzah, and {mote him, and flew him, and 
reigned in his ſtead ten years, ver. 14, 17. 
yea he ſmote Tiphlah , and al that were 
therein, and the coaſts thereof from Tir- 
zah, becauſe they opened not to him, there- 
fore he ſmore it, and all the women therein 
that were with childe he ript up , ver. 16, 
In his dayes Pul the King of Aſſyria came 
againſt the land and Menahem gave 
Pul a thouſand talents of ſilver , that his 
hand might be with him, to confirm the 
Kinedom in his hand. But Menahem 
exatted the money Iſracl, even of all 
the mighty men of Wealth , of each man 
50 ſbekels of ſilver, to give to the King 
Aſſyria, ver. 19, 20, After Menahem, 
Pekahiah his fon reigned in his ſtead t- 
gears, ver, 23, 23. But Pekah the fon of 
Remaliah, a Captain of his conſpired a- 
gainſt him, killed him, and reigned 
in his room twenty years, ver. 25, 27, 
In his dayes came Tiglath-Pileſer King 
of Aſſyria, and took lion, and Abel - Beth 
maach , and Janoah, and Kedeſh, and 
EST. 

aphtali, and carryed them c 
tive to Aſſyria. Aud Hothea 7 


7 
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Elah made 4 conſpiracy againſt Pekah the 
ſon of Remaliah , and ſmote him, and 
reigned in his ſtead, ver. 29, 30. Hoſhea 
reigned in Samaria over I{racl, nine years. 
And he did that which was evill in the ſight 
of the Lord, but not as the Kings of 1(- 
racl that were before him (which yet is 
A 


the beſt teſtimony given by the holy 
Ghoſt to any of them ) ainſt him 
came up Shalmaxeſer King o mia, 
and Heſhes became his ſervant, and gave 
him preſents ( or rendred him tribute) 
And the King of Allyria found conſpira- 
cy in Hoſhca : for he had ſent meſſengers 
70 So King of Egypt, and brought no 
preſent to the King of Aſſyria, as he had 
done year by year : therefore the King of 
Aſſyria ſbut him up and bound him in pri- 
fon, Then the King of Aſſyria came up 
thorewout all the Af and went up to 
Samaria , and beſieged it three years, 
In the ninth year of Hoſhca, the 
Kine of Aſſyria ook Samaria, and 
carryed Iſrael away into Aſſyria, and 
— them in Halah, and in Ha- 

, by the River of Gozan, and in 
the Cities of the Medes, Chap. . 
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So that in the divided Kingdom of 1/- 


racl, 


Ultima reſpondent primus ſervatur ad imuw 
Deal ab incepto preciſſcrat, & ſibs conſt a 
Progreſſns ſcelcram: 


As it was raiſed, ſo it was ruined 
Rebellion, And though the Lord ſai 
not that he would blot out the name of 
Iſrael from under beaven, Chap. 14. 27. 
Tet he removed Iſrael out of bu fieht, as 
he had ſaid by all his ſervants the Pro- 
phets : ſo Iſracl was carryed away out of 
their own land to Aſſyria, unto this day, 
Chap, 17. 23, Such a wotul 
did Feroboam and the ten Tribes make, 
when they rent themſelves from the houſe 
of David, and ſuch was the ſucceſs of 
their Rebellion from the firſt to the laſt : 
as they never returned unto their — 
ance, ſo they never recovered their Reli- 
gion, nor ſhall do the one without the 
other, For how ſocvet by the reſurrection 
of the dry bones, Exck. 37. 1, &c. the 
dead hope of Iſrael is revived, and God 
p , 
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hold, oh my people, I will open your graves, 
and cauſe you to come up out of your graves, 
and bring you into the land of Iſracl, 
And ye ſhall know that I am the Lord, 
when 1 have opened your graves, 6 my 
people, and brought you up out of your 
graves, and ſhall put ney ſpirit in you, and 
Je ſhall live, and I ſhall place you in your 
own land, ver. 12,13, 14. yet 
them withall what courſe he will take to 
bring it to paſs, ver, 19. Tha ſaith the 
Lord God, behold, I will take the ftick of 
Joſeph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, 
and the tribes of Iſracl his fellows, and will 
put them with him, et en with the ſtick of 
Judah, and make them one ſtick, and they 
all be one in mine hand, And ver, 21, 
Cc. Behold, I will take the children of 
Iſracl, from among the Heathen , &c. 
Whercby it is cvident that the Tabernacle 
of David, which is fallen, and the rains 
thereof muſt be built again and ſer #p, 
that the refiduc of men may ſeck after 
the Lord, and and all the Gentiles p 
whom hi name i called: as that paſſage of 
the Prophet Ames, Chap. 9.11, Cc. is 
expreſly applycd by St. Fames, Act. 15, 
16, 17. 
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16, 17. As the loſſe of their Religion was 
che fruit of their Rebellion, ſo the reſtitu- 
tion of their Reli jon, and the reunion of 
them all under Government of one 
King muſt come togerher as inſeparable 
yr * the C 

great more to ame pur- 
poſe may be found in other places of that 
and the other Prophets: And if the relation 
between all oth cr Superiors and th it Infe- 
riors, and eſpecially been Supreme Civil 
Maziftrates — their Subjects, may firly 
be underſtood by that of Parents and their 
Children (as it is certain ſuch cxv--thons 
are ofrentimes uſed by the li Ghoſt 
in Scripture to that purpoſe ) I ſer: nor 
why that of the Pr ' Malachy, Chap 
4.6, He ſhall turn i the heart of the F — 
to their children , and the heart of the 
children to their Fathers, leſt I come and 
ſmite the earth with a curſe ( ſpoken of 
Elijah the Prophet, when he ſhall be 
ſent to the le of God before the 
coming of the great and dreadtul day 
of the Lord ) may not be underſtood 
of ſome ex reſtauration of 
that murual good correſpondence which 
H3 anciently 
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anciently was berween Superiours and 
Inferiours , when thoſe that ruled over 
men were juſt, ruling a in the fear of 
the Lord, and they chat were ſubject 
ſubmitted themſelves unto every erdinance 
of man for the Lord: 7 , when 4 
vid delivered from the ſtrivings of the 
ople, and made ihr head of the Heathen, 
. 18, 43. fed Jacob and Iſracl accor- 
ding unto the integrity 7 bis heart, and 
ded them by the hilfulneſs of bus 
, Pſal. 78. 72. when he rergned over 
all Iſracl, and executed juderment and 
jaſtice auto all bis peopit, 2 Sam, 8. 15, 
and when whatſoever th: King did pleaſed 
all the people, 2 Sam, 3. 36. Ar leaſt, if 
we may conceive ( as ſome Interpreters 
do) that there is yet a further accom- 
pliſhment of chat pro concernin 

Elijah to be expected, beſides that h 
our Saviour expreſly tels his Diſciples 
was fulfilled in John the Baptiſt, Mat. 
11. 14. as it is not to be doubted, but 
that there is yet a greater and much 
more dreadful day of the Lord to come 
hercafter, then ever hath been hitherto. 
And, if fo, out of queſtion the mow 
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that day doth approach, the more 
call for a curſe to ſmite the carth, that — 
5 ſtead of going before the Lord in = 
L _ ower of Elias, 10 twn the 
— Fathers to the children, and 
the Sſebediens to the wiſdom of the juſt, 
to make ready 4 people prepared for the 
Lord, as the 2 John the 
Bapriſt hould do, 1. 17. have ra- 
ther forſaken the right way, and are gone 
ay, following the way of Balaam the 
on of Bolor, be wif 4 of wages of 
wnrighteouſneſs, He perv _ ae 
10 draw away diſciples after . 
teaching things hi ws ought wor, = 
filthy lacre ſake, even to deſpiſe dominion, 
and ſpeak evil of dignities , to turn away 
the hearrs of the children from their Fa- 
thers, and thoſe that either are or ſhould 
. —— ——> 
cous it in unity of . 
725 chat men muſt come unte the men- 
ſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chri 
and it we mult ſpeat the truth in love,that 
we may grow up into bim in all things 
which i the head, even Chriſt, Eph. 4. 
13.15, hoes * = St, Faul ceals 10 
carncitly, 
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earneſtly, as he doth wich the Epheſians, 
ver. 1, 2, 3. 1 therefore the 2 of 
the Lord beſeech you, that ye walke wer- 
thy of the wocation wherewith ye are cal- 
led, with all lowlineſs and meecknef, with 
long-ſuffering , forbearing one another in 
ove: Endeavouring to keep the unity © 
the ſpirit in the bond of peace. And wi 
the Komans, Chap. 16. 17,18. 1 beſeech 
you, brethren, mark them which cauſe di- 
viſions and offences, contrary to the do- 
trine which ye have learned, and avoid 
them, For they that are ſuch ſerve not our 
Lord ſeſus Chriſt, but their own belly, 
and by good words and fair 2 de- 
geive the hearts of the ſimple, For by 
that long induction of ones, Eph. 4. 4, 
5, 6. One body, and one ſpirit, &c. it is 
evident that diviſion may tend to the diſ- 
ſolution, but can never make for the edi- 
fication, of the body of Chriſt. And this 
was the ground of Feroboams policy , 
according to -that old Diabolical 
ctrine, Divide & impera, by a new in- 
vented falſe Religion to maintain a late 
unlawfully uſurped royalty: caſily fore- 
ſceing that, if all racl had but one God, 


they 
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they would have but one King too, 
1 King. 12, 26, &c, The principality en- 
tailed upon David and his poſterity, to 
whom the Kingdom over Iſrael was given 
by a covenant of ſalt, as Abijah (peaks, 
2 Chr. 13. 5, and the Prieſthood , the 
honour whereof no man taketh to him- 
ſelf, but he that is called of God, 48 was 
Aaron, Heb. .4. conveyed unto Phinehes 
and his ſced after him by an everlaſting 
covenant of peace, Numb. 25. 12, 13, 
had ſuch a murual correſpondence unto 
one another, that like the living crea- 
twres and the wheels, Ezck. 1. 15, Oc. 
which kept both time and place together 
in their motions, they ſtood and fell, 
they reſted and removed alike, Which 
argument is ſtrongly urged by Abijab 
againſt Jeroboam and the men of 1ſrael, 
2 Chr. 13. 9. Cc. Have ye not caſt out 
the Prieſts of the Lord the ſons of Aaron, 
and the Levites, and have made you 
Prieſts after the manner of the Nations of 
other Lands ? ſo that whoſoever cometh 
2 I himſelf with a hong bullock 


and ſeven rams, the ſame maybe a Prieſt 


of 1 


that are no gods, But 4s for us, 
the 
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the Lord is our Cad, and we have not 
forſaken him, and the Prieſts which mi- 
miſter unto the Lord are the ſons of 
Aaron, and the Levites wait upon their 
buſineſs. And they burn unte the Lord 
every morning, and evening, burnt 
ſacrifices and ſweet incenſe: the ſhew-bread 
alſo ſet they in order wpon the pure table, 
and the candleſtick of gold, with the 
lamps thereof to burn every evening : 
for we keep the charge of the Lord our 
God, but ye have forſaken him, And, be- 
hold, God himſelf i with ws for our Cap- 
tain, and his Prieſts with ſounding Tram- 
ers, to cry alarm againſt you : O children 
of Iſrael, fight ye not againſt the Lord 
God of your Fathers, for ye ſball not 
proper. And how they did, or rather 
they did not, proſper in that battail, 
and ever aſter, we have ſeen already. 
— theit —— — _ 
ng up ſpeedily, it ſud- 

— 24 to the high fs growth, 
though it took ſuch deep root that it 
could never yet be removed , though 
Hydra-like it had a long ſucceſſion of 
heads, as one was cut off another riſing 
up, 
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, ement found it out at laſt 
= 22 it had been deferred 
Nw CE it made when it 


72 


$s cr. XXII 
Of Zedekiah, 2 King. 24. 20. 


He laſt particular, which I will 

mention, is that of Zedekiah, and 
he is the laſt of whom the Sacred Hi- 
ſtory gp He rebelled, 2 King. 24.20, 
— 52. 3. And of him it is obſerva- 
ble, Fus (as before of Feroboam ) that 
he was a beneficiary of the King 


e till he 
hadnezzar , 2 King, 24. 8. yea , 


— of Babylon, to make = — 
na a was King , 
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— with him as Pharaob Necho had 
formerly done with his Father, Chap. 23. 
34. Bur ſeldom is there any more pro- 

igious ingratitude then of thoſe that are 
moſt obliged to be thankful : nor can a 
Kingdom, if not every way abſolute, 
put a period to the boundleſs ambition 
of an aſpiring man, Zedekiah thinks not 
himſelf high enough, ſo long as Nebuchad- 
nezzar 15 yet above him. What the aime 
of Rebellion (for the moſt part, if not al- 
ways is, plainly may be ſeen in the event. 
Rebels, it they can prevail by power, al- 
though they have no right at all, yet they 
will reign a'one, Perhaps it may be 
thought that Fehojakims right was now 
devolved unto Zedekiah , at (caſt that 
during his kinſmans captivity the tutelary 
adminiſtration of the Kingdom apper- 
tained unto him as the next Prince of 


the bloud : and it may be that Nebuchad- 


nezzar himiſclt had an eye to that, when 


he mace him King, But as in natural 
Philoſophy we fay , Luicquid recipitar 
recipitur ad modum recipientis , although 
a well be full of water, yet he that comes 
to draw ſhall bring up no more then his 
bucker 


_ 
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bucket will hold: ſo is it as true that 
canſe ſecunda nibil agunt, niſi in virtute 
prime. If a fountain be ſlopt, the ſtreams 
that iſſue thence muſt needs be cut off, 
and when there is no more motion in 
the maſter-whecl , the reſt of neceſſity 
muſt quickly ſtand ſtill, Subordinate au- 
thority may not exceed the bounds of 
that Commiſſion which it receiveth from 
the Supreme, nor he that ſupplies the 
place of another, do more then he him- 
ſelf might do, whoſe place he ſupplies. 
How abſolute ſocver and ſupreme that 
Authority was , which the Kings of 
Fudah had before, yet now they were 
become ſervants ts the King of Babylon, 
2 King. 24. 2. and ſervice 15 defined by 
obedience. Rom, 6. 16, Know ye not, 
that to whom ye yield your ſelves — 
to obey, his ſervants ye are to whom ye 
obey? Serum eſt, qui ſui juris non eſt, 
ſed aliens dominio ſubjicitur, He is a 
ſervant , which is not (as we ſay) his 
own maſter, but ſubject unto the domi- 
nion of another. To acknowledge ſub- 
jection as ſervants, and yet notwith- 
ſtanding to challenge a ſuperiority over 

ts 
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others as Lords, or ſo much as an equa- 
lity with them as their compeers, whom 
we confeſs our Soveraigns, muſt needs be 
a molt unreaſonable inconſiſtent contra- 
dition. Whar particular conditions Me- 
buchadnezzar impoſed upon Zedekiah, 
when he made him King, the text doth 
not tell us: but the leaſt that it can be 
imagined they might amount unto muſt 
be, that he not rebel againſt 
him: for ſo much was formerly chal- 
__ (although unjuſtly then) of Heze- 
ah by Rabſhakeh in the name of Senna- 
charib his maſter, 2 King. 18. 20. On 
whom doſt thow truſt that thow rebelleſt a- 
gainſt me But now God had not only 
given the Jews, and their neighbour Na- 
tions, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar 
King of Babylon to ſerve him, Jer. 27. 
6. but likewiſe expreſly commanded Ze- 
dekiah, and his Pricſts, and his people , 
by his Prophet Jeremiah, to bring their 
necks under the yoak of the King of B.- 
bylen, and to ſetve him and his people, 
ver. 1a, &. SothatZedekiah by his Rebel- 
lion brake not only that bond of gratitude, 
wherein he ſtood obliged unto Nebwchad- 
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ner rar 25 his bene factor, but likewiſe that 
bond of obedience, wherein he ſtood en- 

aged unto God himſelf, yea more the 
— bond of an oath, where with he had 
bound himſelf in the preſence of God un- 
to the King of Babylon, as was before ob- 
ſerved, But what was the iſſue of this? 
Did Zedekiab and the Jews ſpeed better 
with their Rebellion, then formerly Fe- 
roboam and the Iſraclites had done with 
theirs > Not much for the preſent ; for 
they likewiſe were led captive by the 
King of Aris. But as there was diffe- 
rence berween their Rebellions in two 
reſpects, ſo was there between their cap- 
tivities in one, The differences between 
their Rebellions where theſc. That of Fe- 
roboam and the 1ſraelites was an inteſtine 
domeſtick civill Rebellion, whereby they 
tore aſunder as it were their own bowels, 
and rent themſelves as members from 
the head and the reſt of the ſame body 
politick, This of Zedekiah and the Fews 
was only a Rebellion againſt a forain Au- 
thority, to which they had not been ſub- 
ject till of late, and unto which (except 
in point of diſcretion, when they were 
; nor 
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notable to defend themſelves from that 
power by which ir was obtruded on 
them) they were not in any ordinary 
way — to ſubmit themſelves, but 
only as by his Prophet had in an ex- 
traordinary manner revealed his will that 
they ſhould do ſo. That of Feroboam and 
the 1ſraclites, as it was begun many ages 
before againſt Rehoboam and the houſe of 
David, and thorow many ſucceſſions and 
changes of Kings continued ſtill, fo was 
it ſeconded with a conſpiracy againſt 
Shalmaneſer King of Aſſyriaby Heſhea the 
laſt King of Ifrael: which though the 
Scripture do not call a Rebellion, yet in 
as much as it ſaith, Hoſhea became his ſer- 
vant, and gave himpreſents (or rendered 
him tribute it appears to be no leſſe. 
This of Zedetiab, as it was againſt a 
forainer only, ſo was it not of any long 
ſtanding, his brother Fehojakim was the 
firſt that become ſervant to the Kine if 
Babylon three years, then he retur- w 
rebelled azainſt bim, 2 King, 24.1. and 
the whole time from the beginning of Je- 
hojakims to the end of Zedekiahs reign 
was at the moſt but twenty two years — 
ä three 


— 
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three moneths, The difference between 
their captivities was, that of the 1ſraelites 
was a continued, yea hitherto indeed 
an endleſs captivity. This of the Fews 
was but for 70 years only, and then they 
returned to their own land, and had both 
their civil Policy in ſome fort reſtored , 
and the Temple , for. the publick and 
ſolemn exerciſe of their Religion reedi- 
fied , and in ſuch a magnificent manner, 
that the Prophet Haggat forerold the glory 
of that latter houſe ſhould be greater then 
of the former, Hag. 2. 9. and the Prophet 
Zechariah, that the great mountain before 
Lerubbabel the Governowr of Judah ſhould 
become a plain, and that he ſhould bring 
forth the head-ſtone thereof with ſboutings, 
crying, Grase, Grace unto it, Lech, 4. 7. 
Such odds there is berween Gods dealing 
with them that Rebel againſt their own 
domeſtick Governours, and together with 
their — — lay aſide their Religion, 
and with them that retaining the public 
profeſſion of the true — — in the 
ſolemn ſervice thereof, and continuing 
conſtant in their Loyal ſubjection to their 
own ordinary Governours, are led ay 
1 N 
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their example and authority to oppoſe 
themſelves only againſt forainets prevai- 
li — — though God 
——— ve diſpoſed it to be 
ſo, and given extraordinary evidence of 
his pleaſure to that purpoſe, Yet in both 
we may obſerve Rebellion breaking 
down the banks to let in that deluge of de- 
ſtruction, which was ready prepared to 
the quarrel of Gods covenant a- 


gainſt his own peculiar people, 


SecT. XXIII. 


No intent of application to particulars : 
but an addition of ſomething con- 
cerning two Arch-rebels, the De- 
vill and Antichriſt. 


Im I endeavoured, by what 

I finde — 2 in 215 
pture, concerning nature 4¹— 
on, together with the properties and 
practiſes of Rebels, to — the true 
uſe of the Name, and to ſhew who they 


arc 
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are that may be rightly called Rebels, by 
them who have learne to ſpeak the lan- 
guage of the holy Ghoſt. For any par- 
ticular application, «{pecially ſuch as 
may reflect upon the preſent Occurren- 
ces of theſe times, as I did not intend it 
at the firſt, ſo I will not go about it now. 
Though this that hach been (aid, may mi- 
niſter juſt occaſion unto one thar 
ſees it, to ſay unto himſelf, as the Diſci- 
ples did unto our Saviour, when he told 
them, chat one of them ſhould betray 
him, Is it 1? and 1sit I? Mar. 14. 19. 
yet few I _ are fit to ſay to others, 
as Nathan did to David , Thow art the 
wan, 2 Sam, 12. 7. or as our Saviour did 
unto Fudes, Thou haſt ſaid, Mat. 26, 25. 
For my ſelf, I hold it far bettet to follow 
that m_ ee fri 2. 3. Let no- 
thin one throu fe or wainglory, 
but 4 — of TY let each hes 
other better then themſelves : and Gal. 6. 
4, 5. Let every man prove his pwn work, 
and then ſball be have rejoycing in himſelf 
alone, and not in another; x Ext. =. 
meddle as a buſie body in other mens 
matters. 


12 Yet 
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Yet in ſtead of application to particu - 
lars, I will be bold ro add ſomething 
concerning two forts of Arch-rebels , 
which hitherto I have forborne to ſpeak 
of: partly becauſe I do not remember 
any mention made of them in Scripture 
under that notion, at leaſt- not according 
to our Engliſh tranſlation: and partly be- 
cauſe the one lies without the compals of 
humane Rebellion, unto which I ar firſt 
confined this Diſcourſe, and the other is 
incombered with many Controverſies, 
which when they will be determined fo, 
as to give general ſatisfaction unto all, 
it is not caſie to foreſce. I mean the 
great Dragon, that old Serpent called the 
Devil and Satan, Rev. 12. g. and the An- 
tichriſt, that man of ſin, the ſon of perdi- 
tion, 2 Theſſ. 2. 3. whom though I men- 
tion but as tuo particulars in the ſingular 
number, yet I ſtick not to call them two 
forts of Arch-rebels, as comprehending 
many individuals under them, becauſe I 
obſerve the holy Ghoſt in Scripture to 
diſcover ſo much of them, and to ſpeak 
plainly, not only of one, bur alſo of many 

h Devils and Antichriſts : as Luk. 8. 30. 
Many 
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Many Devils were entred into him, and 
1 Iohn 2. 18. As ye have heard that Anti- 
cbriſt ſhall come, even now are there 

Amichriſts. Of theſc I ſhall uow endea- 
vour to ſhew that they may indeed be 
rightly called Arch-rebels, by taking no- 
rice ot ſome remarkable paſlages in Scri- 
prure , wherein by their ies and 
—— their rebellious diſpoſitions arc 


iſcovered. 


—— —— — 


SECT, XXIV. 


Of- the arch- aut hour of Rebellion, the 
Devil, 


Or the firſt, I obſerved before out of 
Ichinaler, that the Rabbins cal the De- 

vil v, becauſe he fell or tevolted 
from God. St. ade cals Devils, the Angels 
which kept not their firſt eſlateſ or principa- 
lity) but left their own habitat ion, ver. 6. we 
muſt underſtand it according to that of 
Saint Peter, 2 Pet. 2.4. they ſinned: and 
all fin (as was ſhewed in the beginning) 
isin a larger ſenſe rebellion againſt God, 
I 3 eſpecially 
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eſpecially, (and even inthe ſiricteſt ſenſe 
that may be) ſuch a fin as thar of the De- 
vils may well be conceived to have been, 
in reſpect of the quality thereof (al- 
though the kind be not certainly known) a 
fin ot obſtinate ſtubborn perverſeneſs. So 
that of the Prophet Iſuab ſpeaking of Z- 
yet, chap. 19. 14. The Lord bath min- 
gled à perverſe ſpirit (or aſpirit of per- 
verſeneſs) in the midſt thereof, is reck- 
d by ſome — the names of the 

il. Saint Faul calls him Belial, 2 Cor, 

6. 15. which Saint Hrerome renders Apo- 
ſtats, prevaricator, & abſque juge, Lil. B. 
com, in Iſarem, an apoſtate, a prevarica- 
ror, and without yok. He is an adver 
ſary that net onely oppoſcth himſelf both 
aga inſt God and againſt man, and eſpeci- 
ally againſt him that is both God and 
man Chriſt Jeſus, and thoſe men that arc 
in a ſpecial manner honoured by God a- 
bove others when he taiſeth them up to be 
inſtruments of his honour, as Zech. 3. 1. 
He ſbew:d me Tolhua rhe high Prieft f- 
ing before the Angel of the Lord, and $4- 
tan ſtanding at his right band 10 reſiſt him 
(or to be his adverſary) but t hat ſets on 
others 
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others alſo to oppoſe them. All the 
tion that was, or is, or ever will 
made againſt God by men, or by men a- 
gain(t one another in any thing wherein 
they ought to ſubmit themſelves and yield 
obedience, is the fruit of his malignity. 
He 11 the God of this world, that blindeth 
the minds of them that belitve net, 2 Cor. 
4.4. He is the Prince of the pewer of the 
air that worketh in the children of diſabe- 
dience, Eph. 2, 2. He it is, that with his 
Angels maketh war in beaven, and fighteth 
aſt Michael aud bis Angel, Rev. 13.7. 
e it is, that ſhall gs out to decoive the na- 
tens which are in the four quarters of the 
earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them 10+ 
[97 pany Rev. 20.8 —— 
led our firſt Parents, 
— againſt God by cating the 
forbidden fruit, Cen. 3. f 3. It was he that 
ſer on the men of Shechew to deal treach- 
erouſly with Abimelech, Fodg. 9. 23. It 
was he that undertook to be a lying ſpirit 
in the mouth of A4bebs Prophets, to per- 
ſwade him that he might go up and fall ar 
* Ramorh Gilead, 1 Kings 22.22. It was be, 
hat made three 1 attempts upon 
4 


the 
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the Son of God himſelf, Mat. 4. 1, Cc. It 
was he, that entered into Fd, Joh. 1 3.27. 
made him betray his Maſter, and ſell him 
to the Jews for thirty pieces of ſilver. In a 
word, he that committet h ſin is of the De- 
wil, for the Devil ſinneth from the begin- 
wing :- fer this purpoſe the Son of God was 
manifeſted,that he might deſtroy the works 
of the Devil, 1 Fenn 3. 8. If Rebellion 
then be fin, it is the Devils work and if 
it be not fin, (as I ſaid before) it is nor 
properly called Rebellion, The Devil then 
is the Arc b. rebel of all, as he that was both 
the firſt finner himſelf, and the firſt inſti- 
gator cf men unto ſin. But this is gene- 
ral, for the Rebellion of men againſt men, 
that is, the obſtinate oppolition of inferi- 
ours againſt their ſuperiours , to whom 
they ſhould be ſubject, ard ſubmit them- 
{clves, that the Devil himſelf hath a more 
immediate operation upon men in that ſin, 
then in ſome others, is not onely evident 
by that which hath been already alledged 
out of Rev. 12.7. and Rc. 20. 8, and by 
the particular inſtances of the Shechemites 
and Fudas, but may further appear it we 
conſider, that the evils of the latter _ 

OTC» 
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toretold by St. Paul, 2 Tim. 3. 1, &c.and 
inſtanced in ſuch particulars eſpecially , * 
as are the moſt proper either cauſes, 
ſymptoms, or prognoſticks of Rebellion, 
are by the ſame Apoſtle referred to mens 
departing from the faith, and giving heed 
to ſeducing ſpirits and dottrines of De- 
wils, 1 Tim, 4. 1, Kebellion is ſuch an un- 
reaſonable fin, that if there were not a 
Devil to teach, there would hardly be 
found a man to practiſe it. And therefore 
it 15 worth our — that St. Paul, 
ſpeaking of that man of ſin the childe of 
perdition, to whom ( as we ſhall ſee in 
the next Section) the publick profeſſion 
of Rebellion is in a ſpecial manner pro- 
per above others, ſaith of him, that hs 
coming is after the working of Suan, 
with all power, and ſigns, and lying won- 
ders, and with all deceruveableneſs of un- 
righteouſneſs, 2 Theſſ. 2. 9, 10. Intima- 
ting that there is a ſpecial work of Satan 
in it, when ſuch ſtreng deluſion is ſent un- 
to men that they ſhould believe ſuch an 
Anticbriſtian lie, rendered unto them un- 
der the colour of a Chriſtian truth, as the 
doctrine of Rebellion is. 

Beſides, 
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Beſides, if we obſegvo what evils they 
— (prings —_ 
our ir » 20 
with it, as ions and . or 
ſucceed it, as the effects and fruits which g 
ie bringeth forth , we may finde chem 
ſuch as the Devil hath a ſpecial opera- 
ton in. 

Of cho firſt ſort is envy, Tit. 3. 3. We 
eur ſelves were ſometimes feoli diſebe- 
dient, deceruved living in malice and 
envy. And of envy St. James (aith, The 
ſport that dwelleth in w leftith to envy, 
— What ſpirit he meaneth we 
may (ce by that in the 7. verſe, Reſiſt the 
Devil and he will flee from you. 

Of che ſecond ſort are lying and hypo- 
4 4. 1, 2. in 1 7 *> times 
ome art from « , givin 
heed to Sele 3 and 2. 7 
Devils, ſpeaking lies in hypocriſie. And 
for lying our Saviour himſelf aſcribes it N 
to the Devil as hisown proper fin, Joh. 
8. 44. When he | 19 a lic 2 | 
of his own for he «4 her, the f- 

ther of it. For Hypecriſie, when Satan 
from heaven, it is as lightning, 9 — 
18. 
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18. and, becauſe Satan himſelf is tranſ 
formed into an Angel of light , therefore 
it is no thing , if hu miniſters alſo 
be tr d as the Miniſters of righte- 
owſneſs, 2 Cor. 11, 14, 15. So St. Peter 
ex with An ani as his iſie, 
AR. 5.3. Why hath Satan filled thine heart 
to lie unto the holy Ghoſt ? 

Of the third fort arc ruin, deſolation 
and deſtraction, Prov. 17. 11, An evil 
man ſeeketh only Rebellion , therefore 4 
cruel meſſenger all be ſent againſt him, 

more cruel er is 

can there be, then the Angel of _— 
tomleſt pit, whoſe name in the Hebrew 
tongue 4 Nox hy but in the Greek 
ton g ue hath bis name Apollyon, that is to 
lay, 4 deflrozer ? Rev, 9. 11. Or rather, 
what er either i or can be cruel, 
that is not of thatevill one, who was 2 
martherer from the beginning, Joh. 8. 
mn ſtill a 4 = Lyon walketh «- 

| ſeebs ＋ 2 d 7 
I . . 8. 5054 what courſe of pro- 
ceeding in judgement can be more juſt, 
then thut the ſame Devil, who is the prin- 
cipal author of fin , ſhould be the — 
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cipal inſtrument of puniſhment alſo , 
unto rebels, and they the ſons of per- 
dition, as well as the ſons of rebellion , 
— relation unto him as their 


SECT. XXV. 


Of the arch-inſtrument of Rebellion 
the Antichriſt. 


Urto deſcend from this arch-author 

of Rebellion the Devil, to him that 

is next him, although not in time, yet in 
eminence of activity in this kinde , the 
arch-inſtrument of Rebellion Antichriſt, 
the _ of his — 7 
actice is ſignificantly ſty t - 
poltle —. A 2 Taff. 2. 3. 
Concerning him the Scripture indeed 
hath not ſaid much, and that which is ſaid 
of him is not by way of hiſtorical Narra- 
tion, but of Propherical prediction, and 
ſo much the harder to be rightly under- 
ſtood , becauſe partiality and prejudice 
are alwayes apt to interpoſe peculiar in- 
tereſts, 
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tereſts, whereby Interpreters many times 


are too much carryed away in the 
_ ion of that in 227407 which ge- 
ner nded as in theſi only mi 
have > without — — 
— , or peradventure wi ſo 
much as any queſtion made of it. I (hall 
tor the preſent content my felt with the 
mention of two remarkable paſſages of 
Scripture, which I think will be cafily 
on all hands acknowledged to ſpeak of 
Antichriſt, and not only fo , but of that 
— Antichriſt, to whom, above others, 

name by way of excellence doth ap- 
pertain. 

The one ſhall be that of the Apoſile 
before quoted, 2 Theſſ. 2. 3, Cc. where, 
to omit all other [ the rebelli- 
ous diſpoſition ot him that is there de- 
{cribed , hath theſe notorious marks to 
make ic manifeſt, 

Firſt as I ſaid before,the whole body of 
his profeſſion and practice is a, 4 fal- 
— 4 muſt underſtand it as St. Paul 

„1 Tim, 4. 1. That in the latter times 
ſome ſball depart from the faith, giving heed 
to ſeducing ſpirits and doctrines of * 
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then which there can be no more eminent 
act of rebellion againſt God. 

Secondly, he is ſtyled ſicnanter, that 
was of ſin: and if (as before) all ſin be 
Rebellion againſt God, that man of fin 
muſt in effect be as much as that man 
of rebellion, and rebellion not an adhe- 
rent adjunt ſo much as an eſſential in- 

ent in his conſtitution, 

Thirdly, he is called the ſon of perditi- 
on, a title which the holy Ghoſt in Scri- 

re hath never given unto any other, 
— only unto Jndas that betrayed his 
Maſter , Joh, 17. 12. And the word 
tranſlated perdition , ſcens, as it 
is uſed by St. Pas, Hcb. 10. 29. in a 
ſpecial manner to denote a judgement 

liarly proper unto them, who are by 
— there termed drawers back, nde, 
ſabandi n, ſons of ſubduction. Bea 
on the former verſc obſcrves, that the 
word there uſed by the Apoſtle 3. 
vari), if any man draw back, is the 
ſame by which the Hebrew word n:vvy 
Hab. 2. 4. is rendred in the Greek, n5Dy 
now), clatacſt : ea ratione, (aithhe, 
gued illud propric fignificet {eſe in arcem 


aliquam 
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aliquam quaſi tutiorem lot um recipere, aut 
in — ſe Ld videtur facere quiſquir, 
deſerts Deo, alibi. ſe rutiorem fore exiſti- 
mat: becauſe it properly ſignifieth to 
berake himſelf into ſome Tower as a 
ſafer place, or to defend himſelf in ir, 
which he may ſcem to do, who forſaking 
God doth think that he can be ſafer any 
where elſe. Schindler renders it, , 
or praſumtuoſa fact a eſt, is become 


ot pteſi 5. It is che ſame word 
that is uſed, Numb. 14. 44. when M 
ſaith, : 72. — to go up unto the hi 
op 3 for which he expreſly accuſeth them 
ot Rebellion, Deut. 1. 43. Tow would 
not hear, but rebelled againſt the gom- 
mandement of the Lord , and went pre- 
ſumptuouſly up into the hill, So the fon 
of perdition ſeems to be as much as one 
petately devoted unto that deſtructi- 
on, which is the proper puniſhment of 
that preſumption, whereby obedience is 
withdrawn from God through conſi- 
dence in ſomething elſe. And that in all 
Rebellion there is ſome (at leaſt ſuppo- 
ſed) ground of confidence, which gives 
encouragement thereunto, is intimated 


in 
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in that phraſe of Rabsbakeb to Hezthiah, 
2 Kin, 18, 19, 20, What confidences thu 
wherein thou truſteſ(? thou ſayſt (but they are 
but vain words) I have counſel and ſtrengt 
for the war, now on whom doſt then truſt, that 
thou rebelleſt againi# me? And I am confi- 
dent,that never was nor is or will be any 
practice of Rebellion againſt God or man, 
b ompanicd with an expectation (at 
leaſt inthe beginning )of ſuch good ſucceſs 
at laſt, as will ſufficiently recompenſe the 
coſt and pains, and peril of the buſineſs, 
both in the onſet at the firſt, and proſecu · 
tion afterward Yea I think I may ſafely 
ſay it is impoſſible for any man to walk 10 
the gnagination of his own heart, but he 
which birſſerh b1enſelf in his heart, ſaying 
1 thall have peace, Deut. 29 19. 
Fourthly, it is ſaid, Who oppoſeth and 
exalteth himſelf above all that 15 called 
Ged, or that is worſhipped, ſo that be, as 
God, ſitteth in the Temple of God, ſhewing 
himſelf that be 1s God, This whether it 
be underſtood of profeſſed open oppoliti- 
on, and exaltat ion by violence and force, 
or that which is ſecret and cloſe, by frau- 
Culent Ceccir and inſinuation, under an 
hypoc1 aticall 
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pocriticall ſhadow of ſubjection and 
pretended friendſhip: and whether by al 
that is called God and worſhipped we un- 
derſtand him that alone by nature of h m- 
ſelf is ſuch, who excly bath immortality 
dwelling in the light , which no man can - 
proach an, 1 Tim. 6. 16. Qt thoſe to 
whom t hat name is imparted by reaſon of 
their offices onely, wherein they exerciſe 
ſupreme humane authority on earth. This 
I ſay however underftood doth evidence in 
him of whom it is ſpoken, the moſt rebel- 
lious diſpoſition that may be, both break- 
ing alunder all bonds of ſubjection, 
and tranſcending all bounds of mode - 
ration: who (to uſe the expreſſion of 
the Prophet upon another occaſion, al- 
though not much unlike) enlargerch bis 
deſire as hell, and i as death, and cannot 
be ſatisfied, but gathereth unto him all na- 
tions , and beapeth unte him all people, 
Hab.2.6. 

The other place, which I will mention 
is that of cv. 11.7. where it is ſaid, that 
when the two witneſſes are about to finiſh 
theirteſtimony, the beaſt that aſcendeth our 


of the bortomieſs pit ſhall make war againſt 
N then 
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them, and aball overcome them and kl! 
them, By the beaſt that aſcendeth out of 
the bottomleſs pit, I ſuppoſe it will not 
be denyed by any, but that we muſt un- 
derſtand the Antichrift, who the te wit- 
weſſeFare will not be ſo cafily determined, 
The Papiſts, ſay they, are Henoch and El:- 
, whom they conceive to be yet alive in 
the body (or in mortall fleſh) and that to 
this end, that when Antichriſt cometh 
they may themſelves unto him, 
prelerve the elect in the faith of Chriſt, 
and at the length convert the Jews. Some, 
Proteſtants ſay, they — 5 ſacred Scri- 
ptures, and companics lie vets. Some 
all the Miniſters of the word, which in 
the dayes of Antichriſt ſhall oppoſe them- 
ſelves to him, teaching and m»intaining 
the truth of the Goſpel and if any man 
would ſay, (which yet I will not that the 
two witneſſes are Chriſtian, Orthodox, 
Principality and Prelacy, not in the con- 
crete, but in the abſtract (I mean all ſuch 
ſupreme governours, both Civill and Ec- 
clefiaſticali, as in Countries at one time or 
other under the Juriſdition of the great 
City,do with authority and power = 
lickly 
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lickly _— \—_ — ancie ne, 

x,C n , againſt 
the innovations, here ſies, — and 
— of Antichriſt, not in reſpect of 
their perſons ſo much, as of that authori- 
ty and power which properly belongeth 
unto them in their places, perapventure, 
as much might be pleaded from the Text 
it ſelf, in behalf of that opinion, as of a- 
ny other. 

But to leave that with a Sn conſtat 
for the preſent amongſt other queſtions 
not reſolved on, quarum adbuc ſub judice lu 
eſt, let the two witneſſes be who they 
will be, if the beaſt that aſcendeth out of 
the bottomleſs pit be the Antichriſt, that 
which is there (aid of them and of him 
will ſufficiently manifeſt his rebellious diſ- 
poſition, ſecond to none, except it be that 
of the Devil himſelf. For of them it is 
ſaid, Firſt, they are the witneſſes of Feſus 
Chriſt, the mighty Angel that came down 
from haven cloathed with a cloud, and 4 
rainbow on his head, and his face as it were 
the ſun, and his feet as pillars of fire, chap. 
10.1. 


Secondly , what they do as witneſſes 
K 2 thete 
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there called propheſying) is given unto 
them by him to do, ver, 3. Thirdly, they 
Hand before the God of the Earth, as two 
olive trees, and two Candleſticks, ſecrei- 
ly ſupplyed by him with ſuch ſpiritual fat- 
neſs as maintains their Lamps ftill burn- 
ing to give light to others, vcr, 4. Fourth- 
ly, Fire proceedeth out of their months and 
de woureih their Enemies If any man will 
hurt them, he muſt in this manner be kil- 
led, ver. 5. Fiſdy, They have tower to 
ſhut Heaven, that it rain not in the days 
of their propheſie : and have power over 
waters to turn them to bloud, and to ſmite 
the Earth with all plagues as ien as they 
will, vcr. 6. 

Of him it is ſaid, Firſt, He ſhell make 
war againſt them : Secondly , He ſbal 
overcome them; Thirdly, He ſhall till them. 
and all this then, when they are about to 
finiſh their teſtimony , when they have 
made a good progres in the perform- 
ance of their work already, but yet have 
not brought it to the full perſection, 
ver. 7. Ihat which is done againſt the 
witneſſes of ſeſus Chriſt, is cſteemed by 
him as done againſt himſelf, Luk. 10. 16. 

Acts 
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Ads 9. 4. eſpecially whileſt they are do- 
ing that which is given unto them by him 
to do, to the doing whereof they are 
not only appointed and ordained, bur 
alſo enabled andaffiited by him, yea, 
whileſt they arc in preſence of God, be- 
fore his face, and arc armed with ex- 
traordinary power to take vengeance up- 
on all, that are either their own or his 
profeſſed Enemies Yet he that, 4 
God, futteth in the Temple of God, ſhewin 
himſelf that he iu God, not only fighteth, 
but maketh war againſt them, and that 
with ſuch violence, that be overcometh 
them; and not content to have conquered 
only, killeth them alſo. So that he not 
only oppoſeth himſelf unto them in their 
1 by his ſecret practiſes, but 
y his open profeſſion alſo, and that moſt 
eſu y before the face of God 
— 24 daunted at his pteſence 
with them, nor diſmayed at the appear - 
ance of his power in them; although that 
power extend it ſelf as high as Heaven, 
and as low as Earth, to the ſhutting of the 
one, that it rain not in the daes of their 
propheſie, and to the ſmiring of the other 
K 3 with 


134 Thenew Phanatique ; or, 
with all plagues, as often as they will. Al- 


_ they can turn the waters into 
bloud', and kill theſe that will hurt them 
with the fire that proceedeth out of their 
mouths , and devoureth their Enemies : 
yet none of theſe things move him, but in | 
the madneſs of his rage he ruſheth on ſo 
furiouſly, that for the time he bears down 
all before him , and never thinks them 
enough overcome, whileſt life is left in 
them, but to compleat his conqueſt over 
them, as he imagineth, for ever killeth 
them, That which followeth of their 
bodies not ſuffered to be put in graves, 
ver.9. I mention not, becauſe till accom- 
pliſhment lend further light to lead us 
unto the true underſtanding of the Pro- 
pheſic, it cannot be certainly known 
whether that be intended as a further evi- 
dence of Antichriſtian cruelty, or as an 
effect of Chriſtian confidence, and cour- 
teſie towards the two witneſſes : though 
ſome things in the Text ſcem mote ap- 
pliable unto the later then unto the for- 
mer acceptation, Burt without that there 
is enough in the other three particular 
to convince the Anticiriſt of Arch: re- 
bellion 


TS RL_E EEE XN EE RE 


T7 a 3 Wo 


hriſt until he overcomerh 
them, and having overcome, doth kill 
them z that is, as much as lyes in him de- 
prive them of their very being , ſuch as 
was given them by Chriſt, to be not only 
for a time interrupting the Propheſic, 


— y thi 
as ſuch again , by —— 


ſtocks or ſtumps of them in the earth, 
to bud and bring forth any new ſucceſſi- 
on of boughs and br . If Rab- 
ſhakeh urge it as an evidence of rebelli- 
on againlt Senacherib King of Aria in 
Hezekiah, That he would turn away the 
face of one Captain of the leaſt of his ſer- 
vants, 2 King. 18. 24. If the Holy ghoſt 
rake notice of it as an eminent act of 
rebellion in the Iſraelites, that when Re- 
hoboam ſent Adoram, who was over the 
tribute, they ſtoned him with ſtones that 
he dyed, 1 King, 12. 18, 24. If W 
K 4 
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his Prophet interpret it rebellion in Zede- 
kiah againſt the King of Babylon, that he 
ſent Embaſſadours into Egypt, that they 
might give him Horſes and much people, 
thinking by that means 1 — — him- 
(elf a Guſt the King of Babylon,Ezck.17, 
15. How much more mult it be rebellion 
in the Antichriſt, not only to turn away 
the faces, but even to take away the lives, 
not of one, but of tv, yea of all, not the 
leaſt, but the greateſt, of the ſervants of 
ſeſus Chriſt, and that in the preſence of 
God himſelf, ro deprive them of that 
power which he harhgiven them , both 
in Heaven and in Earth, and over the 
moſt active Elements, and inſtruments 
of his anger, fire and water, not only to 
ſtrengthen him againſt them, but even 
to take away all ſtrength, yea, all exi- 
ſtence, and being ſuchas they were, from 
them ? 

All this is evident- in the Text, and 
cannot be denycd to be true concerning 
the Antichriſt , the Beaſt that aſcende th 
out of the bottomleſs pit, generally taken, 
as in Theſi only, Should I deſcend unto a 
particular application of it in Hpotheſi 

unto 


The right Rebel. 137 
unto the See of Rome , the Pope and his 
adherents 3 and take notice of all that is 
practiſed and profeſſed by them, whileſt 
the four wials are in pouring out upon 
them (wherein peradventure the power 
of the rwo witneſſes is moſt eminently ex- 
erciſed, and unto which that war which 
the Beaſt doth make againſt them,where- 
in they arc overcome and killed by him, 
doth moſt appear to ſynchroniſe) I doubt 
not, but I might find cauſe enough, to 
ſay, That fince God created man u 
the Earth, the Sun never ſaw Rebellion 
raigning with ſo high a hand at any time, 
or amongſt any other people: Yea,ſhould 
all che rebellions that cver were in the 
world before, be put together, this of 
the Antichriſt in one reſpe& or other 
would ſurpaſs them all. And taking it 
for granted, that the Pope is the Anti- 
chrift , and that Rebellion, both againſt 
God and man, is now a dayes practiſed 
by ſome that profeſs themſelves Chriſti- 
ans ; I ſhould make no great ſcruple to 
call it, not only ſinful and devilliſh, but 
allo Antichriſtian and Popiſh Rebellion, 
although the perſons that practiſe ir, 

ſhould 
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ſhould publickly proteſt that they are, 
and ſolemnly vow and ſwear ten thou- 
ſand times over, that they will be al- 
wayes utter Enemies to Antichriſt and 
all Popery. For, I am confident , that as 
the ten horns, which are upon the Beaſt, 
are they that in the end, when the words 
of God ſhallbe fulfilled, ſhall hate the 
Whore, and make ber deſolate and naked, 
and ſhall eat ber fleſh and burn her with 
fire, Rev. 17. 16, 17. ſo in the mean 
— hath been, is, —— one of 
principal properties of : ery 0 
iniquity, 2 Theſſ. 2. 7. to _ 22 
trarics, and to be moſt of all bui u 
by thoſe hands that moſt d to pull 
it down. Out of queſtion there is ſome- 
thing more then ordinary in it, that he 
who makes war againſt the t witneſſes, 
and overcometh them, and killeth chem, 
is ſtyled not only 4 beaſt riſing up ont 7 
the Sea, but a beaſt coming up out of the 
earth, Rev. 13, 1, 11. but the beaſt that 
aſcendeth ont of the bottomleſs pit : it may 
be in reſpect of thoſe groundleſs depths 
of deccit, which are practiſed by him in 
managing that war, wherein _—_ 
t 
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chers he proves unhappily ſuccesful, vin- 
cendo wad And of all the depths 
of Satan I cannot imagine how there 
ſhould be any deeper then that out of 
which thoſe | wy deceivings are drawn, 
wherewicth they ſport themſelves that 
ſay, Let us do evil that good may come, 
whoſe damnation i juſt, Rom. 3. 8. If 
there be any one thing above others, 
which the Antichriſt may properly chal- 

bim. think it is 


For nothing can be more directly . 
ſite both unto the doctrine and practiſe of 
Chriſt himſclf, and his Apoſtles, of Or- 
thodox Chriſtians in the primitive times 
of the Church, and of all genuine Pro- 
teſtants ſince the Reformation: from 
which they that now adayes recede can- 
not * e but make — _ 

reſſors, by building again t ings 
which they Sfrojed® and may very br 
ly be ſpoken unt2,as the bewitched Gala- 
tians are by St. Paul, Are ye ſo fooliſh ? 
Having began in the ſpirit, are ye now 


made perfect by the fleſb ? Gal. 3. 3. Whar 
ſtrange 
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ſtrange kinde of Logick other men have 
learner I cannot tell, but to me it 
ſeems altogethet inconſiſtent with the 
rules of right reaſon, that any bur 
Popiſh Antichriftian concluſions ſhould e- 
ver be inferred upon properly Popiſh An- 
tichriſtian premiſes, Nor can I conceive 
how the beaſt that aſcendeth out of the 
bottomleſs pit, ſhou'd ever cither kill jor 
overcome the two witneſſes, unleſs it be 
by the mcans of ſome = „chat take 
upon them to propheſie, as they do, 
2 in Sl lub If the fire = ro- 
ceedeth out of their mouths de voureth heir 
profeſſed Enemies, I know not how any 
(What cver their will be) ſhould have 
power to do them hurt, except it be ſome 
of their pretended friends. Certainly the 
Beaſt that ſpake as Dragon, could ne- 
ver have deccived them that dwell upon 
the Earth fo as he did, but that he had 
two Horns like a Lamb, Rev. 13 .11, &c. 
Nor did St. Paul need to have been ſo jea- 
lous over the Corinthians, leff by any 
means, as the Serpent begniled Eve through 
his ſubtilty, ſo their minds ſhould be cor- 
rupted from the ſimplicity that « in 

Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, had not the falſe Apoſtles been de- 
ceitful workers, transforming themſelves 
into the Apoſtles of Chriſt, as the Mini- 
ſters of righreouſneff, 2 Cox. 11. 2,3. 14, 
15. Thoſe that troubled the Galatians, 
and would pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
Gal. 1. 7. were ſuch as deſired to make 4 
fair jbew in the fleſh,chap.6.12, Nor were 
the Elders of Epheſws warned by St. Paul 
to take heed of the grievous Wolves on- 
iy, that ſhould enter in among them not 
þ aring the flock but of thoſe men allo, 
(hould ariſe out of their own ſelves, 
ſpeaking perverſe things to draw away di- 
2 after them, Act. 20. 29, 30. The 
danger many times is greateſt there, 
where the cauſe of ſuſpicion is leaſt of 
all diſcerned. Foſeph was not ſold un- 
tothe Ibmaclites by any but by bis own 
Brethren,nor Chriſt himſelf betrayed into 
the hands of the Fews, but by one of his 
own Diſciples. 

Although the Church be fo founded on 
the rock that the gates of hell ſhall not pre- 
vail againſt it, yet as St, Hierom in ano- 
ther caſc ſaith, Jaun hoſts eſt, intus peri- 
culum, it hath often enemies enow with- 

in, 
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in, both to pollute irs purity, add to di- 
ſturbe irs . Bur none do it greater 
miſchief then they, that under a pretence 
of mending the lights, both quite put 
them our, and do what they can to re- 
move the Candleſticks themſelves out of 
their places: that, whilſt they take u 
them but to prune ſome branches 4 
Olive trees, lay axes to their roots to hew 
them down, as if they were fit for nothing, 
but only to be fuel for the fire: that un- 
der a colour of kindneſs unto Chriſt, as 
if they had a care to keep all his rights 
entire to himſelf alone, do all they can to 
wreſt imo their own, out of his witneſſes 
hands, that power, which he hath given 
unto them to exerciſe for him. If cauſa 
cauſe be cauſa canſati, and he in the Poer 
had afy good good reaſon on his fide, 
when he ſaid, 

Pergama tunc vici cum vinci poſſe coegs, 
Ice not who can be more juſtly ſuſpe- 
Red of helping the Beaſt to overcome 
and kill the two witneſſes, then they, whoſe 
behaviour towards them is ſuch, as may 
juſtly give occaſion unto God for a time 
to puniſh the World with the * of 

them, 


i... 
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them. But who they are, that in all 
biliry do moſt offend that way, I had rather 
ſhould be read in the language of a lear- 
ned Commentator upon portion of 
Scripture, then mine own, His wordsare 
theſe, De novit, an non Ecclefia Refor- 
mata probrum Chriſto hac parte illatum, 
Teſtium ad tempus ſublatione, Initura fit 3 
— eos pro legationss dignitate, dum frue- 
antur non babuiſſens ?f Notum eſt nimm, 
quid ab Eccleſiis Reformatis in hanc par- 
tem peccarum fit: 21g; dum prophete 
Chriſti, Temple Dei repurgando ſtrenut 
incubuere, alii interim gazis ejus expi 
landis oblationibuſq;, intervertends , io. 
(Hfimum opus commaculirunt ; ne ali- 
ments —_ alicubi (magno vere Reli- 
gions dedecore ) relicts, quibus miniſtri 
us honeſte & pro ordinis ſui tate 
2 ; nedum ut quod ſuftr abun- 
daret, ad rei reformate amplificationens, 
belli ſacri necefſitatis, aſlictorum fratrum 
ſubſidium , alioſq; pios wſus ſeponerent. 
And I the rather credit him therein, be- 
cauſe (as he hath well obſerved)that part 
of che Propheſie, concerning the ſucceſs 
of the two witneſſes, when they arc about 
ro 
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to finiſh their teſtimony, runs parallel 
unto the hiſtory of our Saviours Paſſion, 
Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, in ſundry 
circumſtances, And amongſt other re- 
markable particulars antecedent to our 
Saviours ſuftcring, that of Judas his co- 
venanting with the high Prieſts for 30. 
pieces of ſilver to betray him unto them, 
Mat. 16.-14, Cc. is not only forcrold by 
the Prophet Zechariah, chap. 11. 12, Cc. 
but likewiſc ſpecial notice taken of the 
low price that they valued him at, as that 
which gave occaſion to his cutting aſunder 
his ſtafte called bands, that he might break 
the brotherhood between Fudah and Iſrael : 
whereupon immediately follows his ta- 
king unto him the inſlruments of a fooliſh 
Shepherd, and the raiſing up of an idol 
Shep iin the Land. Nor do we read 
that Fas did ever entertain any thought 
of betraying his Maſtcr, untill he had with 
indignation ſcen more coſt beſtowed on 
him, then he thought was neceſſary: as 
is evident in all the four Evangeliſts, 
eſpecially St. John, who tels us expreſly, 
chap. 12. 4, Cc. That it was Judas Iſca- 
riot Simons ſon which ſhould betray _ 
that 


mmm 


The right Rebel. 145 


that ſaid, why was not this oyntment ſold 
for three hundred pence, and given to the 
poor ? Not that he cared for rod prod bus 
becanſe he was a thief, and bad the bag, 
and bare what was put therein, A ſhrewd 
ſign that they arc molt apt to deal Fudas- 
like with Chriſt, who think (as he did) 
all coſt beſtowed on him to be but waſt, 
except it be to paſſe thorow their own 
fingers, that they themſelves may have a 
fecling of ir. And one thing more I muſk 
needs take notice of, that as none of the 
Diſciples denyed, curſed and forſwore his 
Maſter, but Peter only who alone without 
his leave drew a {word in his defence, ſo 
neither is it ſaid of the reſt that they all 
forſook him and fled, till after that Peter had 
rathly attempted to defend him by farce, 
As if the holy Ghoſt would have C Miſti- 
ans obſerve, that fighting for Chriſt with- 
out warrant from him is the next fore- 
runner of forſaking him. And certainly, 
when he himſelf doth urge his ſervants 
not fizhting to defend him trom the Fews 
as an argument to prove that his King- 
dom is not of this world, Joh. 18. 36. 
cicher we mult deny the —— * 
vo 
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ſo argue him guilty of falſhood,who pro- 
ſeſſeth that — for this end, 2 
for this cauſe came into the worla, that he 
ould bear witneſs to the truth, ver. 37. ot 
elſe be forced to confeſs, that they who 
pretend to fight for Religion give too 
much occaſion to ſuſpect, that they intend 
not ſo much a ſpiritual kingdom unto 
Chriſt, as a temporal dominion unto 
themſelves. Which may caſily appear to 
have been the main end, unto w# the See 
of Rome the Pope and his adherents have 
bent their endeavours , ever ſince they 
tranſlated wor occidendo ſed moriendo, in- 
to non moriendo ſed occidendo, and choſe 
rather to make others, then to be them- 
ſelves , partakers of the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, although it were his obedience 
to Heath, even the death of the Croſſe , 
through which, as the captain of our ſal- 
vation, he was made perfect, Heb. 2. 10, 


and that not only for our ſakes, but for 


our example alſo, 1 Pet. 2. 21, So that 
A tichriſl never ſhewes more like him- 
ſ{clf, chen when he ſeems torwardeſt to 
fight for Chriſl, eſpecially when he ma- 
keth war againſt them, whom God — 

is 


| 


| 
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his good providence hath raiſed up to be 
nurſing Fathers and nurſing Mothers to 
his Chureh, thoſe higher powers , unto 
which every ſoul muſt needs — not 


only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake, 


Rom. 13.1, 5, 


— — — ___—_ —— ——— OY SO OO OE —E——— — nee 


SBCT. XXVI. 
The Concluſion. 


1 no more; but heartily pray that, 
as Chriſt came once in humiliry to de- 
ftroy the works of the Devil, wherof Rebel- 
lion is none of the leaſt, and will one day 
come again in glory ts conſume with the 
md his mouth, and deſtroy with the 

ighineſs of his coming, that wicked the 
Antichriſt, whoſe religion, ſo far as it is 
properly his own, is the profeſſion and 
practice of Rebellion, in oppoſing and ex- 
alting himſelf above all that is called God, 
or that is worſhipped :(o all that take upon 
them to love the Lord Jeſws Chriſt in ſin- 
ccrity may boch — abhor,and hare 

2 


in 
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in their hearts, and outwardly in their lives 
and converſations give evidence of their 
unfained diſlike and deteſtation of all Re- 
bellion againſt God and man, that he may 
both enlarge their hearts to run the wayes 
of his Commandements, and they may 
readily ubmit themſelves to every ordi- 
nance of man for bis ſake : that if the fiery 
tryal ſhall happen unto them, and the 
for conſcience toward God endure ref, 
ſuffering wrongfully, they may not think it 
ſtrange, but rejoyce, in as much as they are 
partakers of Chriſts ſufferings , and the 
Spirit of God and of Glory reſteth on them : 
that ſuffering according to the will of God, 
4s Chriſtians ought to do, patiently and joy- 
fully, they may commit the keeping of their 
ſouls to him in well doing, as unto 4 faith- 


ful Creatour. Amen. 


—— — — — — ——— — 


Anno, cojus nutn:rus Chonogrammare iſto 
votivo camprehenditur, 


Su ſol: ſapicus Deo gn, weoritats de i, pietati 
bones, IU fat pix, erpublice profperitas, regs lau- 
(as, Te aa ac plona j uu. 
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A Poſiſcript, 
Briefly pointing out that 
uſe, which may be made of the 
foregoing Treatiſe, by way of 
Inference and Application. 


In Eight Sections. 


SECT. I. 


The occaſion of the Authors writing 
this Poſtſcripty and his purpoſe in it. 


Aving in the precedent Treatiſe, 
H about ſixtcen years ago, taken no- 


* tice of what 1 CO 
in Scripture, concerning the nature 
of Rebellion , together with the proper- 
ties and practiſes of Rebels, and now 
(March 11. 1660.) conſidering how ma- 
ny, and how great Revolutions have 


L3 - horn 
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been ſeen to all the world, in the publick 
affairs of theſe Nations, ſince that time; 
I think 1 have juſt cauſe and occaſion, 
not only, with humble reverence and 
admiration, to adorc the infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God, whoſe Providence 
diſpoicd , That thoſe things ſhould be 
written ſo long afore-hand for our learn- 
ing, as St. Paul ſpeaketh, Rom. 15. 4. 
And to be our examples, upon whom the 
ends of the world are come, that we ſhould 
not luſt after evil things, as it is, 1 Cor. 
10, 6, 11. But likewiſe with horror and 
amazement to lament and bewail the 
carcleſs neglect ar leaſt, if not wilful con- 
tempt thereof by ſome , who profeſs 
themſclves Chriſtians, and pretend to a 
more then ordinary meaſure of Sanctity 
and Sinccrity, For had not the Prince of 
the power of the air, the Spirit that work- 
eth in the children of diſobedience, Eph. 
2, 2. The God of this world blinded the 
minds o them which believe not, left the 
lizht of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who 
is the Image of God , ſhould ſhine unto 
them, 2 Cor. 4. 4. Had they not become 
vain in their imaginations , had not their 


fool 
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fret hearts been darkned, Rom. 1. 21. 

e men, who now adayes are called 
Phanaticks, whether old or new, might 
eaſily have ſeen their own diſpoſitions de- 
ſcribed, and have heard their own dooms 
—_— in _ which are re- 
cor t G in Scripture, 
— Rebe 510 Rebellion, from 
the fitſt beginning of the world until the 
laſt conſummation thereof. Rebels are, 
and will be, Rebels ſtill, as well at long 
running, as at firſt ſetting out. Nor 
I this with reſpect unto thoſe 
our ſelves alone, but likewiſe with re- 
lation unto others every where elſe. Re- 
bellion is Rebellion in every corner of 
the world, as well as in Chriſtendom, and 
Rebels are Rebels, as well in Germany, 
Spain, and Italy, as in England , Scot- 
land, France and Ireland, But every man 
is, or ought to be, beſt acquainted with 
himſelf, and with his own particular Pra- 
ctiſes, Opinions and Principles; and there- 
fore withour condemning or ——— 
any, eſpecially ſuch as have been judg 
already, and are gone to their own places 


I will only deſire every man, that hath 
L 4 read 
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read the ſore · going Treatiſe, to conſider 
ſcriouſly, what ule he may make there- 
of, by way of Inference and Application : 
which is, That what the holy Ghoſt in 
Scripture hath expreſſed, concerning Re- 
bels and Rebellion ; may be a Touch- 
ſtone for all men to try themſelves by, 
whether indeed they be Rebels or no: 
and conſequently a ground of juſt re- 
proof and terror unto ſome, of comfore 


and encouragement to others, ot ſerious 
Admonition and Exhortation unto all. 


— —— 
—— —— — — — 


SECT. II. 

That which is recorded in Scripture 
concerning Rebels and Rebellion, 
a Touch-ſtone for all men to try 
themſelves by, whether indeed they 

be Rebels or no. 
Or the firſt, if Rebellion in Scripture 
doth gencrally ſignifie any oppoſiti- 
on of an infcriour unto his Supcriour, 
contrary unto that duty of ſubjection, 
wherein he ſtandeth obliged unto him, 
more particularly that, which is accom- 
panycd 
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yed with obſtinate, perverſe, and 
ſtubborn contumacy, or contempt 3 eſpe- 
cially that, which is openly avowed, and 
purpoſely maintained by violence and 
force of Arms, as is evidenced in the 
ſecond and third Sections of the fore- 
going Treatiſe ; then all they that know 
themſelves guilty of ſuch oppoſition , 
muſt needs confeſs that they are Rebels; 
unleſs they will pretend they may corre& 
Gods Word, and _ holy Ghoſt 
himſelf, by whoſe Inſpiration Scri- 
ptures were written , with ſhortneſs of 
diſcourſe : which in effect would be no 
leſs then blaſphemy : Bur, it they be 
ſure they are not guilty of ſuch oppoſiti- 
on ; they may be as ſure, that they are 
not lyable to that appellation. As a Su- 
periour, in relation unto his Inſeriour, 
cannot upon any account be a Rebel: 
ſo an Infcriour , in relation unto his 
Superiour , muſt needs be a Rebel; if 
he wilfully , and cont ouſly a_ 
himſelf , by violent reſiſtance, or obſti- 
nate, perverſe, and ſtubborn diſobedience. 
And that not when he doth it alone 
by bimſelf, but likewiſe when he doth 
it 
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rt with others, be they never 
ſo many: yea, though he be not an author 
or ring-leader therein, but only an aſſo- 
ciate unto, a partaker with, or a follower 
of others: as is ſhewed, Section 4. Nor 
is he a Rebel only, that being an inferi- 
our, doth purpoſely and deliberately in- 
tend and reſolve to caſt off all ſubjection 
generally unto his Superiour, and that he 
may ſtill continue and perſiſt in his ob- 
ſtinate courſe of diſobedience, doth la- 
bour by multitude and power to with- 
ſtand and over-top anthority, by violence 
and force of arms, to maintain and u 
hold himſelf in his diſobedience, and ſer 
himſelf free from that ſubjection, which 
he oweth, and is due to his Superiour : 
but even he, that doth it in any one parti- 
cular, and bur ſuddenly, or occaſionally 
only, ſo long as that diſobedience is conti- 
nued and perſiſted in: as is ſhe wed in the 
5. Section. Yea, he is a Rebel, according 
to the language of the holy Ghoſt in 
Scripture, who doth ſo oppoſe himſelf, 
not only to his publick, whether Political 
or Eccleſiaſtical, but likewiſe to his Oe- 
conomical Supcriour , whether paternal 
or 
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or deſpotical: for in all theſe reſpe&s 
may one man be inferior unto another, as 
his Superiour, and by obſtinate diſobedi- 
ence become guilry of Rebellion againſt 
him : as is ſhewed in the 17. and 19, Se- 
tions. Nay more, in relation unto God, 
who is Superiour unto all men, and all 
men inferiours unto him, in a larger, 
though not in a ſtricter ſenſe, every man 
as being a (inner againſt him, is a Rebel 
alſo : as is ſhewed in the 3, Sction. Yea, 
and he, that is a Rebel againſt God in a 
ſtricter ſenſe, may be a Rebel againſt man 
alſo, when being an inferiour he obſti- 
nately diſobeyeth his Superiour, requiri 
obedience unto the Commandements o 
God: and he, that is a Rebel againſt man 
immediately, may be a Rebel mediate! 
againſt alſo z becauſe God doth al- 
ways require of inferiours obedience unto 
the precepts and prohibitions of their Su- 
periours in all things, that are not either 
expreſly,or by neceſſary conſequence, for- 
bidden or commanded by himſelf: as is 
ſhewed in the 6, Scion, 


SECT. 
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SE Cr. z. 


Rebellion a very hainous and per nici. 
ous crime. 


Or the ſecond, If Rebellion be an 
hainous and pernicious evil, both odi- 
ous in it ſelf, diſgracefull and dangerous 
unto them that practiſe it, eſpecially then 
when it, is as it may be, aggravated by ſc- 
verall important circumſtances, asis — 
ed in the 9, 10,11. 17. Sections, and in o- 
ther places: ho can ir chooſe but fill the 
faces with ſhame, and ſtrike terrour to the 
hearts of all thoſe men, whoſe own con- 
ſciences witnels againſt them that they are 
ny of that crime? eſpecially if they 
be ſuch , as ptoſeſſe themſelves Chriſti- 
ans, and pretend they have been taught as 
the truth is in Jeſus; becauſe by being 
Rebels they deny that in their works par- 
ticularly, which by their words they ge- 
necally protels, and by building again the 
things which they deſtroyed, make them- 
(clve; tranſgreſſvurs, as Saint Pas! ſpeak- 
eth 
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eth, Gal, 2. 18, All the woes and curſes, 
all the Judgements of God denounced in 
hisword againſt impenitent finners in ge- 
neral, as well as againſt Rebels in particu- 
lar, belong unto them whilſt they are ſuch. 
No man 1 ſuppoſe will be ſo unreaſonable, 
as to deny or doubr of the inty of 
this truth, and therefore whoſoever 
dealt ſincerely with himſclf in the for- 
mer particular,when he hath cauſe, to con- 
fels a Rebell, will not refuſe , or rather 
cannot forbear to deal ſeverely with him- 
ſelt alſo, and ſay with the Prophet Fere- 
miah, Lam. 1.20, My bowels are troubled, 
mine heart is turned within me, for I have 

ievouſly rebelled, It the practice of Re- 
lion, eſpecially under a pretence of pro- 
. moting _—_ — true — * i — 
ligion in t ri power of it, be not 
Pe iſh and Keeichriftion onely, but even 
Helliſh and Diabolical alſo, as is ſhewed in 
the 24. and 25 Sections, even impudence 
me thinks ſhould bluſh and preſumpri 


tremble, to ſee thoſe men that call t 
ſelves Saints, an would be reputed of the 
godly party, liſted in the black Regiment of 
the Beaſt that aſcendeth out of the bot- 

romle(s 
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tomleſs pit, and labouring with all their 
— — main, wich the hazard of their 
ies and theit ſouls too, not onely to 
make war againſt and overcome, but even 
to kill the witneſſes of Jeſus, 228 
bly they could to interrupt their refurre- 
ction unto life again, and hinder their 
aſcenſion into heaven. But as Saint Paul 
hath foretold, Evil men and ſedacers ſhall 
wax worſe and worſe, decerving and being 
decerved: Ever learning and never coming 
1% the knowledge of the truth, Now as 
Jannes and Jambres withſtood Mo'cs, ſo 
do theſe alſs withſtand the truth, Men of 
corrupt minds reprobate concerning the 
faut. But they ſhall proceed no further, 
for their folly (hall be manifeſt to all men, 
as theirs alſo was, 3 Tim. 3. 7, 8,9. 13. 
When they ſhall ſay peace 4 ſafety, then 
ſudden de firuittion cometh upon them an- 
wares, 45 travail upon « woman with child, 
and they — vet eſcape, as the ſame A- 
(ile ſpeaketh, 1 Theſ. 5. 3. For he that 
— — E. bis neck, 
ſhall ſuddenly be deſtreyed, and that with- 
out remedy, Prov. 29 1. oy 
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S ECr. IV. 


To be preſerved or recovered from the 
crime of Rebellion 4 very great 


bleſsng. 


Fe the third, If it be, as certainly it 
is, a pteat bleſſing, to be preſerved 
from the guilt and power and puniſhment 
of any (in, either by reſtraining, or eſpe» 
cially by renewing grace; and when men 
have been overt and have fallen, to 
be reſtored by repentance ; then of neceſ- 
firy ic muſt * ſo in the caſe of ſuch an 
hainous and pernicious crime as Rebellion 
is : they who through the preventing and 


_— ODE —? “n— —— - 


hath _— good work in them, will 
graciouſly proceed to continue it ſtill and 
pertect it unto the end, that by patient 
con inuance in wel-doing, ſeeking for 


glory 
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glory, and horour, and immortality they 
may receive the end of their faith, the ſal- 
vation of their ſouls, eternal life, and that 
Crown of righteouſneſs, which is laid up 
for them, that love and look for his ap- 
pearirg, who bumbled himſelf and became 
obedient to the death, even the death of the 
croſs, and therein gave himſelf an enſam- 
ple for us, that we ſhould follow his ſteps, 
And to thoſe who formerly have been 
guilty of Rebellion, but now have known 
the plague of ther own hearts, and have 
accepted the punithment of their iniquity, 
who by truc and unfeigned repentance 
have m «de their peace with God, and are 
fully reſolved for the future never to be ſo 
overtaken again, there is greater cauſe of 
comfort and encouragement, th. n myri- 
ads of exrthly contentments can afford. 
Bboth God and all good men will highly 
app aud them all, aud there ſhall be joy 
in heaven over every one of them, even 
more then over ninety avd nine juſt perſons 
which need no repentance as our Saviour 
himſelf ſaith, La. 15 7. Such prodigal ſons 
when they come to themſelves indeed, and 
return home to cheit heavenly Father, ate 
welcomed 
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welcomed by him with more then ordi- 
nary entertainment; and it any ſelf· con- 
ceited brethren will unkindly upbraid 
them with their former follies, he him- 
ſelf will anſwer for them, and be their ad- 
vocate to plead their cauſe unto their beſt 
advantage, as is moſt emphatically evi- 
denced in the Parable, Zeke 15, 11. Cc. 


— 


Sect V, 


A ſerious Exhortation unfeignedly to 
to repent of, and carefuly to watch 


azainſt, the crime of Rebellion. 


Or the fourth; If it be a neceſſary du- 

ty, as certainly it is for — man in 
particular eſpecially it he profeſſe himſelf 
a Chriſtian, unteignedly to repent of all 
his fins paſt, and carclully ro watch againſt 
all tuture falls, then of neceſſity it muſt 
be ſo in the caſe of Rebellion, which is 
not onely a fin in it (elf, but uſpally ac- 
companied with other fins : or rather in- 
deed a general Magazine of all miſchiefs 
there being hardly any other evil to be 
M tound 
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found, which it will not proceed from, or 
produce, as is ſhewed in the 14, 15, and 
16 Sections of the foregoing Treatile. 
They then that know themſclves to be 
Rebels indeed, 28 tender the glary 
of God, the credit of Religion, the welfare 
of the places where, and perſons amongſt 
whom they live, their own ſpiritual com- 
fort, and tem potall proſperity tor the pre- 
ſent, yea the future eternal ſalvation of 
their own fouls, muſt g:ve all dilig 
both ſpeedily and thorowly by true 
unfcigned repentance, and 2 real Refor- 
mation to return unto God, and recaver 
that eſtate from whence they are fallen : 
that ſince they have not had promeas partes 
Innocentia, by avoiding the guilt of Re- 
bellion, yet at leaſt they may have ſecon- 
das partes Penitertie, by endeavouring 
that ſo great a fin may not continue ſtill to 
have dominion over them, but that they 
may be delivered out of that ſnare of the 
Devil, whcrewith they have been led 
tive by þim at his will, as Saint Paal - 
eth, 2 Tim. 2.26. that, as heexhorieth 
concerning wrath or ſinfull anger, Ep. 4. 
26, 7. (Which, Rebellion, I think, is ſeidom 
or 


JJ T 


. 
my 
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or never withour, if they would not give 
place unto the Devil, ro ſet up his throne 
in them, they ſuffer not the ſun to go down 
upon the'r ſia. Out of queſtion he that 
lieth down to ſleep with Rebellion in his 
ſoul untepented of, is (ure to have the 
Devil for his bedfcllow at leaſt. And for 
the reſt, all they that have been either de- 
fended or delivered from that fcartull e- 
ſtate, are mainly concerned, as much as the 
preſent ſafety and eternal ſalvation of their 
precious ſouls comes to, te take bred that 
they fland faſt, that they be Rirong inthe 
Lord, and in the power of hismight, ta- 
king ame them the whole armoay of God, 
that they may be able to fland againſt the 
wiles of the Devil, and to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked : as Saint Paul 
exhorteth, Epheſ. 6, 10, cc. And to this 
purpoſe, for brevity ſake, I will onely 
commend totheir confiderations this one 
caution, that, as ever they deſite intend 
and expect to eſcape, being guilty of Re- 
bellious p ict ces, they withdraw them- 
ſcives from the ſociety of Re bellious per- 
ſons, and take heed they give no enter- 
tainment unto any Rebellious opinions, 

M 2 or 
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or principles, whatſoever extraction they 
be of, whether Popiſh, Presbyterian, or 
Popular: it it be not more proper to re- 
fer them all unto one original, the My- 
ſtery of Iniquity, as their common Mo- 
ther : For 1 make account, — 
Presb , and lariry , rightly un- 
derſtcod — ſore to ir — 
opinions and principles, are but as ſo 
many ſeveral Diale&ts in the language of 
that Beaſt, which had two horns like 4 
Lamb, and ſpake as a Dragon, Revel. 
BY. £8, 


— 


— — — — — — — — 


Sscr. VL 


Religion and Liberty of Conſcience, 
wnjuſtly pleaded to juſtifie, or to ex- 
cuſe, Rebellion. 


B peradventure ſorne men will think 
it improbable at leaſt, if not impoſ- 
ible, that they who pretend unto others, 
and it may be perſwade themſelves, that 
they do nothing but out of pure cal for 

Relizion, 
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Religion, and that they may preſerve 
their Liberry of Conſcience, which they 
are perſwaded they ought to contend for, 
with all — , and to their utmoſt 
perils, ſhould be guilty of Rebellion, and 
juſtly to be tearmed Rebels. To this I an- 
ſwer: Firſt, It is true, that to ſay a Re- 
ligious Rebel is contradictio in adjetto : 
that true Religion and Rebellion are 
inconſiſtent contraries: But it is as true, 
That every Imagination of the Mind is 
not Religion, nor every Zelot truly Reli- 
gious : witneſs the Phariſees among the 
Fews , of whom our Saviour ſo often 
complaineth; and the falſe Apoſtles, with 
wliom St. Paul! had fo much ado: who 
though they were indeed the Miniſters 
of Satan, and deceitful workers, were yet 
transformed as the Miniſters ot tighteouſ- 
nels; yea, transformed themſelves into 
the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 2 Cor, 11. 13, 
14. bs; If diſhmulation hypocriſic be 
any ordi roperty of Rebels, as is 
ſhewed Sefton I gp + Rebels may be 
Rebels indeed, notwithſtanding their pre- 
rended zeal for Religion: and, grant 
them as religious in on things as = 

M 3 ſelves 
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ſelves can deſire, yet in the practice of 
Rebellion rhey muſt needs be —— 
Second iy, it is true, Thar Liberty of Con- 
ſcience is a precious thing, dearly pur- 
chaſcd by Chriit , and graciouſly be- 
ſtowed upon them that are his : and 
therefore, as to be highly valued, ſo care- 
fully to be kept and preferved by them, 
Stand faſt, ſaith St. Paul, in the Liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made you free, and 
be not intangled again with the yoke of 
bondage, Gal. 5. 1. But it is ſpiritual li- 
berty of conſcience, not carnal licenci- 
ouſneſs of converſation , which Chriſt 
hath purchaſed for Chriſtians. And there- 
fore the Apoſtle in the 13. verſe of that 
chapter, having ſaid, Brethren, ye have 
been called unto liberty, adder withall, 
only uſe not liberty for an occaſion of the 
fleſh, but by love ſerve one another. As 
free, ſaith St, Peter, and not aſing (or, 
not having) your liberty for a cloak of 
maliciouſneſs, bat as the ſervants of God, 
x Pct. 2. 16, And it is obſervable, that 
ke inſerteth that caveat in the midſt of 
his ſerious cxhortations unto ſubjects 
and ſcrvants to obey their Magiſtrates and 
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Maſters, and after the example of Chriſt, 
— ſubmit — * not on- 
y in doing ngly , n it is 
- y — but — poet 
wrong patiently, even then 
2222 by them, As it he in- 
tended of e to prevent this very 
objection, to teach Chriſtians , that 
civil ſubjection is no way inconſiſtent 
wich ſpiritual liberty, but ſubſervient un- 
to it. That Liberty of Conſcience was 
ever denyed by, or unto, any Chriſtian, is 
more than I know : but I am ſure, that 
none can ever be deprived of it. Nor is 
it probable, that they, who plead Liber- 
of Conſcicnce, to juſtiſie, or to excuſe, 
their own rebellion, in an obſtinate diſo- 
bedience unto that Authority which is 
over them, do themſclves believe, that 
there is any juſtice in that plea; ſince they 
themſelves are notoriouſly known to be 
moſt rigorous exactors of conformity to 
their own Orders and Ordinances, from 
them over whom they have power, whe- 
ther they have authority, or no, 
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SECT, VII. 


What Rebels may be truly tearmed 
Phanaticks. 


Ut ſome men perhaps are not trou- 
bled ſo much, that they ſhould be 
thought Rebels, which it may be they 
know, though they will not acknow- 
ledge, to be bur juſt , as that they ſhould 
be tearmed Phanaticks: the reaſon where- 
of, it they do not truly underſtand, they 
will be apt to ſuſpect, that more is in- 
tended by it, then is indecd, ot ought to 
be, Thercfore concerning that term, 1 
will ſay, chat though it be not new, for 
we may read it written about 60 years 
ago by the very learned and judicious 
King Faces, in his har. at. #48; 42. yea 
I 6909, ycars ago, by Horace, in his Book 
De Arte Poetica, yet I believe it was ne- 
ver ſo much uſed , as it hath been of 
late, within theſg two years; and per- 
adventure not alwaycs, nor by all men, 
in the ſame ſenſe, Though it ſeemerh 


0 
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to be borrowed from the Greek «ne, or 
Au, Which properly ſignifie to ſhew, 
and to appear; yet the deduction I ſup- 
pole is not ſo regular, as that any 
thing concerning the fignification may 
be certainly = har from thence. Bur, 
with willing ſubmiſſion unto better judge- 
ments, I conceive it may be fitly enough 
applyed unto them, whoſe Sanctity is 
more in ſhew, then in ſubſtance 3 Who 
bave a form of godlinefs, but deny the 
power of it, as St. Paul ſpeaketh, 2 Tim. 
3. or as Tit. 1, 16, Who profeſs that they 
know God, but in works they deny him, 
being abominable , diſotedient , and uno 
every good work reprobate : or, as it is in 
the margin of our Bibles, void of judge- 
ment, Such hypocrites , as the Scribes 
and Phariſces were, to whom our Savi- 
our ſaith, Te outwardly appear righteous 
unto men, but within ye are full of by- 
pocriſie and iniquity, Matth. 23. 28. Or 
untb them, who pretend the appearance 
of ſuch truths unto themſelves, either in 
Scripture, or without it, as none beſides 
themſclves can ſee to be ſuch; and for 
which they can give no better _ 
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then the perſwaſion of their own pri- 
vate ſpirits, that it is ſo; and think it a 
ſufficient warrant for their own moſt ex- 
orbitant actions, and enormous practiſes, 
char walk but according as they are 
guided by the new light that appearerh 
in them. So that in lighter matters, 
and of leſs conſequence, Phanatiques 
and Phantaſtiques, in weightier matters, 
and of greater moment, Fhanatiques and 
Phrannques, or Phrenetiques ; may ſeem 
to be terms that are ſomewhar allyed. 
But in neither of theſe ſenſes are Rebels 
and Phanatiques convertible terms. For, 
as there may be Rebels , which do not 
go about to Ademdle their rebellion, by 
prerending obedience, and ptofeſſing du- 
tiful ſub jection, but openly own their 
Rebellion, and avouch themſelves Re- 
bels, by denying that they owe any ſub- 
jection at all, when indeed they do; and 
then ſuch Rebels cannot in that former 
ſenſe be truly termed Phanatiques : So, on 
the other fide, there may be ſome men, 
that arc Hypocrites in other matters, and 
ſo in that former ſenſe may be termed 


Phanatiques, which yet are not Rebels in 
other 


- 
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other teſpects, but only as by their hypo- 
crifie they ſin againſt rhe por ſo are 
Rebels in a larger fenſe only, Again, 
as there may be Rebels who do nor pre- 
tend —— _— drawn — or 
guided in their rebellious practiſes, 
any ſuch pretended light, — in or — 
of Scripeure, appearing to themſclves a- 
lone 3 and then though they be Rebels, yet 
they arc not Phanaticks in that later ſenſe: 
So, on the other fide, there may be ſuch, 
as pretend New-light appearing to tem- 
ſelves alone, either in or our of Scripture, 
in other matters, not relating at all uno 
Rebellion; and ſo in that later ſenſe they 
may be Phanatiques, although not Rebels. 
But, when men hypocriticaily diſſemble, 
and proſeſs they ate dutiful obedient ſub- 
jects, though all the world may plainly 
ſee, in the courſe of their actions, that 
they purpoſely intend and practiſe obſti- 
nate diſobedience and rebellion 3 ſuch 
men | make account may be truly rermed 
both Rebels and Phanatiques,in the former 
ſenſe. And when men that apparently 
practiſe rebellion, urge for their juſtificati- 
on, or excuſe, ſuch pretended truths,cither 

in 
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in or out of Scripture , as none beſieds 
themſelves can ſce robe ſuch, I conceive 
ſuch men to be truly termed both Rebels 
and Phanatiques, in the latter ſenſe ; and 
that of whatever perſwaſion they are, 
whether Pepiſb, Presbyterian, or Popular. 
Some of whoſe Principles, Opinions, and 
Practiſes, it truly underſtood and ſeriouſly 
conſidered, I believe would be found, not 
only inconſiſtent with wholeſome words, 
even the words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the doctrine, which « according to 
odlineſs, as S. Paul {peaketh, 1 Tim. 6.3, 
t likewiſe deſtructive of all good Go- 
vernment. Some men peradventure may 
hope as they would have: but I, for my 
part, expect no good at all to England , 
from any either / opiſh conclaves, Presby- 
terian conſiſtories,or Popular conventicles, 
bur only, under God and the King, from 
Parliaments and Convocations , legally 
called, conſtituted, continued, and conclu- 
ded, as they ought tobe, 


SECT, 


A Poſtſcript 173 


— — —— - 


SEC r. VIII. 


The ( oncluſion. 


UT I perceive I have already gone be- 
yond he bounds of that proportion, 
unto which I did purpoſe at the firſt to 
confine this Poſtſcript : therefore I will 
adde no more but this, having been as is 
enerally known to thoſe amongſt whom 
T live, a conſtant ſufferer for my loyalty 
and conformity in all the late troubleſom 
times, from the firſt beginning of the 
war in the year 1642. ſo long as any uſur- 
pers of pretedded aurhority were in 
power, ThatReſo!ution which hath born 
me up, and kept me from ſinking under 
my burt hen, was bottomed upon or buoy- 
ed up by two Sylogiſms, in the Premi- 
ſes whereof I ſaw ſich apparent evi- 
dence of truth, hat I could not but firmly 
adhere to the Concluſion, and order my 
courſe according], unleſs I would re- 
nounce the government of reaſon, and 
reſolve to be blind with mine eyes _=_ 
he 
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The one was this: 


No man , that is next under God 4 


Supreme Magiſtrate within his own 
Dominions, can be obſtinarely diſ- 
obeyed, violently reſiſted, publickly 
reproached , forcibly conſtrained, 


— — 


—_— 


_— 


or imperiouſly required, to do any 
ing contrary to his own mind, by 

any of his Subjects, without fin, 

But every King of England is next un- 
der God a Supreme Magiſtrate 
within his own Dominions. 

Therefore, no King of England can be 
obſtinately diſobeyed, violently re- 
ſiſted, publickly reproached, forci- 
bly conſtrained, or imperiouſly re- 
quired, ro do any thing contrary 
to his own minde , by any of his 
Subjects, without ſin. 


The other was this: 

Now to call in queſtion, and condetnn 
as unlawtul.,thar Government which 
was ſetled in ſome Churches, whilſt 
ſome of the Apoſtles themſelves 
were living, and generally received 
in all Churches, before the Divine 

authority 
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authority of forme of the books in 
the Sacred Canon of Scriptnre it 
ſelf was ſo received, is either Here- 
ticall, or Schiſmatical. 

But now tocall in queſtion, and con- 
demn as unlawful, the Government 


condemn as unlawful Govern- 
ment which was ſetled in ſome 
Churches, whilſt ſome of the A- 
poſtles themſelves were living, and 
enerally received in all Churches, 
ſore the Divine authority of ſome 
of the books in the Sacred Canon of 
—— it ſelf was ſo received. 
There fore, now to call in queſtion, and 
—, as unlawful, Govern- 
ment of Biſhops, as ſuperiours to 
other oe ws is either Heretical 
or Schiſmatical. | 


Theſe two Syllogiſms I had once a 
purpoſe to improve into two Treatiſes, 
under theſe two titles, Logick for Loyalty, 
and A motion for Moderation, But finding 
my ſelf, partly through age, but more 

through 
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h other infirmities, diſabled (o ; 
that I cannot, with ſafety and comfort of 
my health and life, take pains as I have 
| done formerly, I am conſtrained to lay a- 
fide thoſe thoughts. And now, as if I were 
to make my laſt Will and Teſtament, I 
bequeath thoſe two Syllogiſms, to every 
Loyal Subject of the Crown, and obedi- 
ent Son of the Church of England ; who 
is, as I reſolve to be, and pray that I may 
be able alwayes to approve my (elf, 


A faithful ſervant unto Unity and 
Peace, ſo far as it may ſtand with 
Truth and Holineſs, 


F 
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